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You Thought I'd Be Dead By Now
(John 20:24-29 KJV)
24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

T

homas the disciple of Jesus, sometimes informally called Doubting Thomas or Didymus 
which means "the twin", was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ according to the New Testament. He is best known from the account in the Gospel of Saint John, where he questioned Jesus' resurrection when first told of it by the brethrens, assembled in the upper room—because of fear, frantic and fatigue as their faith starts to fade; that they've seen Jesus with their own eyes while he wasn't at the meeting. Thomas denied the fact that everyone in that assembly was telling the truth because of their past track record—especially Peter's who was known to be a liar and hot tempered!
In doing a exploration of Thomas' background—he first speaks in the Gospel of John. In (John 11:16), when Lazarus had recently died, this disciple did not have a passion to go back to Judea, where Jews had attempted to eliminate the life of Jesus. But because he loved Jesus—it was Thomas who said "Let us also go, that we may die with him". So, his passion was to die with Jesus—it was not that he was shooting negativity as a sharp arrow towards Jesus' direction. 
Furthermore, Thomas speaks again in (John 14:5) where Jesus had just explained that he was going away to set the stage for a heavenly home for his followers, and that one day they would tabernacle with him there to crown Him Lord of lords and King of kings. But! Thomas reacted by saying, "Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" So, Thomas had a desire to learn more concerning Christian doctrine but was much like Peter—very out spoken! It was not that he was challenging Jesus concerning the doctrine of eschatology.
Finally in (John 20:24-29) it tells how Thomas was apprehensive at first when he heard that Jesus had risen from the dead and exhibited himself to the other brethrens. It was Thomas who in disbelief of the resurrection of Jesus rebuttaled the disciples by saying, "Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe" (John 20:25). So it would be Jesus who later extended the privileges to Thomas and invite him to touch, feel, investigate or rather play around with his wounds and behold him, and then Thomas would show his belief by saying, "My Lord and my God" (John 20:28). Jesus then said, "Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed" (John20:29). Thomas thought that Jesus would be dead by now! So, here my question to each of you—do you believe that Jesus is alive or do you have the same ideology of Thomas, that Jesus should be dead by now?
I. The Demonstrating Resurrection of Christ:
Whenever we speak of the divine resurrection of Christ we should not intertwine its categorization with the restoration of the anthropos. I must inform you that there's a vast difference between a restoration and resurrection.

We all must agree that the restoration of the dead is the action of the triune God, by which he, with the power of his righteousness, brings up the bodies of the deceased and unites them with their souls that they may share in temporary blessings or temporary condemnations. But where they have been brought up—they must face death roll call again of being laid back down. In order words they must die again under the subjective of restoration!
Therefore a restoration and resurrection differ in regard to cause and effect. Restoration is the cause of resurrection, since people do not arise unless they have been restored. Restoration is the temporary action of God; whereas the Resurrection with the restoration process is the completed divine action of God whereby one will never experience death again. Here's a sizable example of what I'm trying to convey. Let's compare the difference between a restoration and a resurrection as recorded in biblical history.
· The widow of Zarephath's son by Elijah (1 Kings 17:21-22)

· The Shunammite's son by Elisha (2 Kings 32:35)

· A man by coming into contact with Elisha's bones (2 Kings 13:20-21).

· Jairus' daughter (dead a few minutes) by Jesus (Mark 5:22-23, 41-42)
· The widow of Nain's son (dead a few hours) by Jesus: (Luke 7:12-15)

· Lazarus (dead a few days) by Jesus: (John 11:43-44)

· Jesus by His Father: (Acts 3:15)

· Those people raised after Jesus' resurrection by Jesus: (Matt 27:52-53)
· Tabitha by Peter: (Acts 9:36-41)

· Eutychus by Paul: (Acts 20:9-12)
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