You Couldn’t Do It By Yourself

You Couldn't Do It By Yourself
(Exodus 20:12 KJV)
“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
A

 mother that had scraped up and saved to put her son through college sat at her son’s graduation. She watched as he walked across the stage and received his degree with esteemed honors. As he walked down the aisle, instead of turning into the designated row for graduates, he kept walking straight ahead, down to where his mother sat in the audience.
The young man threw his arms around her neck, kissed her on the cheek, and as he placed his diploma in her hands, he said, “Here, Mother, you earned it!” Observing that scene, one might conclude here is a young man who knows the meaning of the Fifth Commandment found in Exodus 20:12, “Thou shalt honor your father and mother.” 
Any observer of American culture can tell you that great changes take place in the relationship between parents and children as the child grows up. Little children are totally dependent upon their parents for almost everything and are fully under their authority and control. Then, as they grow and become a teenager, they become more independent; they depend on parents for food and clothing and shelter, but become a lot less dependent on them for the way they think. A four-year old tends to think Mom and Dad are always right, but most kids who are 14-years-old would never think that.

Generally, the older a child becomes the more they rebel against parental authority and control so that a little child may step on your toes but an older child steps on your heart. But a respectful child understands the importance of parenthood, and would testify to the world that there were some things in life he/she couldn't do it by themselves.
So, we take the advantage of this moment to stop and say, "Congratulations' You Made It!" This occasion is not only to honor you but to also to honor your parents, who struggled with you in the hallways and classrooms of education. 

Many students didn't make it to this pinnacle; because of their attitudes towards their parents and education. They will never be anything in life; but one who survives off of the handouts of others. Moreover, good Attitudes towards our public education school system today; is important as fish need the water to its gills to survive. Nelson Mandela once quoted, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” And perhaps if you’re going to change the world you must put your dreams and goals into actions.
In our public educational school system the teachers are afraid of the principal, the principal is afraid of the school board, the school board is afraid of the parents, the parents are afraid of the kids, and the kids aren't afraid of anybody. But think God for good enriched godly children such as yourselves; you made it because you decided to honor your parents because of the heaviness of their position. 
These words are very simple: “Honor your father and your mother.” Nothing tricky there. The key word is “honor.” The Hebrew word is kabod, which means “to be heavy.” The basic sense is “to treat someone with respect because they carry a heavy weight of authority. Sometimes we speak of certain dignitaries as being “heavyweights.” That’s exactly the sense of this Hebraic word “honor.” It means to treat your parents as VIPs because they carry a heavy weight of authority. To “honor” means to treat with dignity, respect and deference. When no one else was there to help you move to the next level; they were right there. In fact some parents had to play the mother and the father role all by themselves!
This is why God tells us in Ephesians chapter six, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." A disobedient child doesn’t live long prosperous years! The disobedient child is listed w/ the murderers and hateful and fornicators, because the disobedient child will one day become such if something doesn’t change soon!
David’s son Absalom was rebellious and disobedient and it caught up with him. Can you see the clashing of swords as he and his followers revolted against his father David? Can you see him riding away on a mule, his hair flowing in the wind as an outer symbol of his inward rebellion? And as he passed under an oak tree his hair was caught in the branches. He hung there as General Joab rode up and put 3 sharp spears thru the black, dark, ugly, rebellious heart of Absalom. It’s an everlasting memorial of what God thinks about those who rebel against their parents.
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