Will You Be Found Faithful?


Will You Be Found Faithful?
(Corinthians 4:1-5 KJV)
Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God.
P

aul's letter to the Corinthians was written in response to questions and situations that arose within the Corinthian fellowship. No part of our lives, including our "church life" should be separated from Jesus Christ. This letter celebrates the centrality of Christ in the local assembly. Our local and universal churches should desire to be successful in ministry; not by power or popularity but by the divine plan of God who sets the platform for the protocol. It is God who hands down the vision to the visionary to declare victory for the kingdom.
As we look vastly into the cosmos at God's creature seeking cervices and corners. We will discover that, no bird ever tried to build more nests than its neighbor. No fox ever got ulcers because she had only one hole in which to hide. No squirrel ever died of anxiety because she could not gather enough nuts for two winters instead of one. And no dog ever lost sleep over the fact that he did not have enough bones laid aside for his declining years. Yet, none of us would say that the bird, fox, squirrel, and dog were unsuccessful, that somehow they had failed. 

In our successful oriented society. We reward the successful whether they be businessmen, executives, pastors, athletes, teachers, students, politicians, dairymen, or parents. Of course, how the Christian measures success is not at all the same way as the world measures success. The world says success is an extra nest, an additional hole, more nuts, an investment of bones. Without them, says the world, our life has counted for nothing. But the question to the matter is, "How does God measure success?"
There, in Corinth, the Gospel found fertile ground. Hand in hand with Apollos and others Paul established a congregation. While Paul was away, the citizens grew restless and began to yearn for a leader who was better dressed than Paul, someone who had a more mesmerizing style of preaching, more pleasing voice and likeable demeanor. They were really in search for someone who would follow the memberships plan and not the Master's Plan. So, In order for the congregation to be cordial as one and conscience to the spiritual curriculum of the church here are a few helpful hints that we must consider.
I. We must work as One not as Opponents :
Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. (1 Corinthians 4:1).
Paul uses two words here. The first word is "servant." Another translation for this word is "slave." The second word that Paul uses is "those entrusted." Another translation for this is "steward." Paul is a slave and steward. Slaves and stewards are not part of our culture, but the people of Corinth immediately understood what Paul was saying. 
A steward was a confidential slave to whom the master entrusted his affairs. He was a director of the master's household, but still a slave of the master. He was an administrative assistant in the master's business, but still a slave of the master. He was a crew chief in the master's work, but still a slave of the master. A steward had great responsibility, but always and in everything he was accountable to the master. 
Those in church office are like Paul. We are slaves and stewards of God. We have been called by Him. We work for Him. We are accountable to Him. By Him we have been entrusted with the Gospel, the message of salvation in Jesus Christ. By Him we have been made custodians of the Good News. By Him we have been given orders to preach the Gospel, administer the sacraments, exercise discipline, and relieve the needs of the poor and suffering. So, what kind of servant or steward will you be for your church?
· Will you be a good Trustee or a Trickster?

· Will you be a good Deacon or a Ditch Digger?

· Will you be a good Preacher or Pimp in the Pulpit?

· Will you be a good Usher or have an Ugly Attitude?

· Will you be a good Choir Member or have a bad habit of Cussing folk out?

· Will you be a good Missionary or Mess maker?
· Will you be a good Board Director or just plain dirty and low Down?
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