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(1st John 2:19 KJV)
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.
S

ome years ago I was watching a TV program in which showed the results of a CBS 60 Minutes investigation of several TV evangelists. Diane Sawyer, researched the claims of several TV faith healers. The program exposed their techniques for conning people into sending them money supposedly to help preach the Gospel and heal people. One faith healer stepped down to the first row of seats in the auditorium. And on the end was sitting a black man and beside him a women with a walking cane. The TV evangelist walked up and took the cane from the woman and waved it in the air. He then loudly told the black man to get up and run to the back of the auditorium. It looked to the audience that it was the black man's cane and he was healed. Sawyer interviewed the man and he told her what actually happened. She asked why did you get up and run out of the room. The black man said because the man told him too. It was a con pure and simple that was presented as a legitimate healing from God.
John in this Epistle is identifying the real saved believer in Christ and giving each of us the marks of a true saved believer in Jesus Christ. The historical situation in John's day was that it had been 60 years since Christ had returned to heaven sat down on His throne; Jesus thereafter sent down the Holy Spirit and the church begun on the day of Pentecost.  As Jesus had warned previously- wolves in sheep's clothing had indeed entered the church!  This caused a major division in the church - to the point that the body was fighting against themselves concerning doctrinal issues. What a shame that the church was in an uproar!
All of us should know the nature of the wolf by studying it in wildlife. The wolf is ferocious and travels in packs. It will surround its prey and kill it and devour it. The wolves will study their prey for weaknesses. For example, if there is a weaker antelope that has been wounded, one that is older, or one that is too young to have the speed of the others, it will target that one for death. The spiritual nature of the wolf is to fault-find, critique, and then destroys. There is no love or remorse in a wolf for what it does. The pain that is suffered by the prey is of no concern as long as the wolf gets what it wants. We can conclude here that satan is the one that desires that most for the body of Christ to stay divided so that it cannot stand. Not only that, but if we are fighting each other, we will never turn on our true enemy namely satan himself.

The wolves in the church (teachers) were undoubtedly targeting the weak and the strong! They were teaching to bypass Jesus as the source of our redemption while at the same time remaining religious. They exposed Anti-Christ teaching to the believers and non-believers that Jesus was not the subject and resolution to our salvation. And there are some today who are still asking, "Who is this Jesus?"
On the other hand there are those who say they believe in Jesus, but it is not biblical belief. It's Anti-belief.  The word "anti" means against. If you are anti guns, you are against guns. If you are anti God, you are against God, If you are anti Christ, you are against what Christ taught. There is nothing mysterious about antichrist, they are simply individuals who are against the Christ of Scripture. They seek to redefine his life according to their own mindset. There have always been antichrist and there will always be antichrist seeking to deny what Christ taught.
That is why Jesus tells us to be very careful about the spiritual teachers that we listen to. We should not believe just anyone who makes religious claims; we should stand back and check them out to see the fruit on their lives. If the fruit is bad then you should stay clear of it.
Today truth is relative, especially concerning the person of Jesus. When it comes to the question, “Who was Jesus?” the opinions abound! There are some who proclaim that Jesus was just a man. Jesus was but a purely divine spirit. Jesus was a magician. Jesus was a husband and father, as he was secretly married to Mary Magdalene. Jesus never existed. Those are but a few of the ungrounded opinions that abound today.
In the text are leaders who need to be brought to justice because of identity theft! “They” are professors, not possessors. That is, those to whom John refers are people who claim to be Christians, but who are not truly born again. They made professions of faith, they were baptized so many time that the catfish knows their social security numbers by hard, and they seemed to live the Christian life. But they were never really born again. They never really had their sins washed clean in the blood of Jesus. They had never genuinely come to faith in Christ. John sometimes uses the word “ye” to refer to the Christians he writes to. At other times he uses the word “we” when he includes himself. But when referring to those who claimed to be Christians but who were not, he used the word “they.”
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