Whatever You Need God Got It

   Whatever you need God Got It!

(Matthew 17:24-27 KJV)
24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute? 25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? 26 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free.27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.
We all should agree that fish are attracted to shiny silver objects. Fishing lures are often just that. But as I ponder the text I wonder, did God put the coin in the fish's mouth or was it there already? We don't know how it happened, or who it happened to. But somewhere, either upon or by the shores of the Sea of Galilee, someone lost hold of a Greek stater—a coin that was worth the rough equivalent of two average days' wages for a common working man—and watched it fall into the water. 

Perhaps as they were walking along where the boats were docked, they flipped their coin or handled it casually and lost control of it. Or perhaps they were out on a fishing boat, and were doing some business, or getting paid, or even paying off on a bet; and they fumbled the coin and it slipped out of their hands and into the water. Perhaps someone had set the coin on a rail or on the prow of a boat, turned around to talk to someone, and accidentally brushed it off so that it fell into the sea. Whatever the cause was, the coin once belong to someone else.
Imagine with me that the coin as it sank in the sea begin twirling and whirling in its descent; glistening and flashing as it captured the reflection of the sunlight above. Now imagine the large fish that came swimming by at just that moment. Imagine how it was attracted to the sparkling object that descended before it. Imagine how the fish instinctively struck and swallowed the object. As he swallowed the coin he was surprised by the fact that it wasn't fish bait, but a hard and cold coin. Imagine the fish, doing its best to spit out the coin that was now lodged in its gullet as it swam away to other regions beneath the Sea of Galilee, searching for a more digestible tidbit than the one that was now stuck in its mouth.
Quite naturally in sync to my faith, I honestly believe that the coin was already there; I believe that God knew it was there, and He somehow led that fish to Peter's hook. This was indeed miraculous, but I also think that it reveals something about God's realistic character in His supreme deity.  He knew where there was a coin no one was using at the moment, lodged in the mouth of a fish nearby. And as for the fish, while it would be caught on a hook, it would no doubt be a relief to have the coin removed, and maybe Peter tossing him back in the sea, who knows. I would like to think this is what happened. And Peter didn't make a fish platter out of him.
Now I’m sure you’ve heard some fish stories in your day. What’s the strangest or biggest fish tale you’ve ever heard or experienced? I’ve heard about fish jumping right into a man mouth and suffocating him to death! But have any of you ever caught a fish, and found something strange inside the fish.
This story isn't just meant to tell us where a really great and valuable fishing spot might be found, in order to find a bankroll in a fish mouth! It's meant to point our attention to Jesus Christ. It's meant to speak particularly to the Jewish people; but it is also meant to speak to all of us who need redemption. It's about Jesus—who is not only the long-awaited King of the Jews, but is Himself the Atonement for sin and the Ransom for the soul that the Jewish law was meant to point to.

I. The Obedience of the Temple Tax:

When they came to Capernaum Peter was asked, ‘Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?’” (This was four days of wages they were questioning) They expected him to say ‘No, He doesn’t.’ And Peter surprises them by saying , ‘Yes,’ unambiguously, emphatically, ‘Yes, He does pay the tax.’ In that little exchange we learn something about Jesus. We learn that Jesus willingly submitted Himself to the Old Testament on giving, including the ceremonial laws that would pass away when the temple passed away. 

It’s important to note that the tax that is being spoken of here is not like your property tax, it’s not like your income tax, it’s not even like a sales tax. This tax was, in fact, a religious tax. It’s actually based on the law of ransom which was set forth in Exodus, chapter 30. In the book of Exodus, chapter 30, verse 12, you'll see exactly what we are talking about. Because in Exodus, chapter 30, the Lord commanded through Moses that every male Israelite over the age of nineteen would be responsible once a year to pay an assessment in the amount of two drachmas for the upkeep of the temple. 
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