We Have a Right to Testify


We Have a Right to Testify

(Acts 4:20 KJV)
But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 

D

oes the thought of going public with your faith and sharing it openly with the people you associate with frighten you?  When it comes to evangelism, do you ever feel a little apprehensive? But, in spite of it all you're still willing to share your testimony!

 In observance to the scripture Peter and John is positioned before the platform of the persecutor’s of Jesus Christ our Savior.  They are standing before the highest judicial and ecclesiastical council of the ancient Jewish nation, composed of from 70 to 72 members which make up the Sanhedrin’s council. These are the same religious dignitaries who devised a plan to have Jesus sentenced to death. And the same procedures are now being used to target Peter and John.


Indefinitely it was Peter during the life and legacy of Jesus who he was most concerned. In general at one point in Peter’s life he was afraid to even admit he knew Jesus because of fear.  That’s right it was fear which devoured and conquered Peter’s solidarity. You know Peter was like some of us, “he talked big,” but he walked low! Let's  just check the record for authenticity. 
It was Peter who promised Jesus that he was willing to go to prison for him or even die for him, according (Luke 22:31-34) but he denied Him. He denied Jesus to a servant girl in (John 18:17). The slave-girl who asked him, “You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?” Peter rebuttal was, “I don’t even know the man.” Later, he made the same denial to a group who gathered around the campfire of Jesus enemies in (John 18:25).  And he also made the final denial to one of the relatives of Malchus in John (18:26-27).  "One of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” and Peter denied Jesus again; and immediately a Rooster preached a sermon of convection." And Peter wept bitterly!
Let's set the record straight, “Peter wasn’t by nature a chicken nor was he hen pecked.”  According to the record once in the garden of Gethsemane, he drew his sword and was ready to fight for Jesus.  (John 18:10).
I. The Enemies of the Gospel:
In our text today, Peter was bold and would not back down from people or Sanhedrin council. After healing the lame man outside the temple, the authorities threatened Peter and John and told them they had to stop preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Peter and John responded by saying, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard."  Their response was bold.  It was "in your face" a bold testimony.  Peter's life went through a radical transformation from self-control to God-control and from a disturbing silence to a bold witness for Christ.
Here they stood before the council not willing to back down; because they knew - Jesus was their backup. It's amazing how the Sanhedrin's could have indifferences among themselves concerning their Theological perspectives but when it came to the validity of the truth of God's word they gained up against true 
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