Thank God for the Pastor


The Worth Of A Pastor
(Jeremiah 3:12-15 KJV)
12 Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever.13 Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord.14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.
I

t really is extraordinary how a book that was written years ago still speaks to us in the present, with every bit as much significance as it did to those to whom it was given. In the text Jeremiah was the last of the prophets in the land of Judah. For about four hundred years, ever since the reign of King David, the story of the history of Judah had been one of spiritual reject and apostasy. Sometimes there had been a temporary return to God, but things got worse and worse under Jeremiah’s leadership. God sent a whole series of prophets to reconcile with the people, to plead with them, to call them back to Himself. 

Now here is Jeremiah standing at the end of that long line of prophets and, in one sense, his office as leader was the hardest task of all prophets. The people rejected what he was saying to them. And increasingly they were not just irritated, they were angered by what he was saying, that on more than one occasion, his very life was at stake and had it not been for remarkable interventions of God then there is no doubt that he would have been killed. So here he is, a prophet after God’s own heart called upon to minister faithfully to a people who simply did not want to follow his leadership. 
When Jeremiah called upon God for directions, He gave him a promise that he would be especially strengthened: 
17 “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them. 18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. 19 They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 1:17-19 NIV). 

I. The Purpose of the Pastor:

As the people of God, we must walk on egg shells of how we treat the leader. Here’s what I’m try to convey. Whenever a person or persons don’t highly esteem the pastor and his position; when people don’t provide him with the proper respect through attitudes and actions! It hinders his work, which “is unprofitable” to the church and the cause of Christ. God in his word encourages every member to be hospitable to the pastor.
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” (Hebrews 13:17).
You need a pastor to lead you! God made it that way! Sheep without a shepherd will soon lose their direction, scatter, and fall prey to their enemies. God’s people are like sheep.

(Matthew 9:36 KJV) says, “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”

It is the pastor's job, and as you know "pastor" is a synonym for "shepherd," generally speaking, it is the shepherd's job to take the flock to the place where they can feed themselves. Ordinarily, the shepherd doesn't bring feed to the sheep; he takes the sheep to where they can graze. And that means that he has to rule them; he has to make them understand why they have to leave one field to move over into another. At times it might appear that he is even being mean and cruel in order to get those sheep to do what they need to do. From what I understand sheep are relatively simple creatures. If they aren't guided and tended properly domesticated sheep will cause their own deaths.
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