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The Passion Of Christ
(Luke 23:33-34 KJV)

33 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.
I

n the movie composed by Mel Gipson, "The Passion Of Christ," Jesus suffers a horrible, brutal death. In the movie His pupils dilate into lifelessness as He gazes heavenward. There’s a scene of the soldiers removing His bloody body from the cross. Then the movie screen fades to black and you expect hope that the credits are going to role, but an image flashes back on the screen and you realize that it is from within Jesus’ tomb. The stone is rolled away and as light fills the tomb you see His burial shroud cave in on itself like a deflating balloon. Then you see, Jesus standing there-resurrected! Other than the holes in His hands left by the Roman nails, the horrible wounds are all gone. His eyes are open and shining with determination as he begins to walk out of the tomb. Jesus has escaped death! Although His death was unforgivable concerning the way it happened—he forgave those who put Him through great turmoil.
Let's be totally and cut to the chase—sometimes it can be very difficult for us to forgive people who have wronged us, yet not taking into consideration that we are harboring unforgiving spirits which are not of God. We all are guilty of not forgiving someone who has done something traumatic to us, and in our heart we cannot forgive them because the scars are too deep to heal quickly. But, this is not the Passion of Christ if we call ourselves His disciples!
It should be apparent that when we harbor unforgiveness, it's like a cancer that grows inside of us and eats away at the very chambers of our heart. It is slowly eating away at us, breeding hatred, and destroying our relationship with God. When you decide to forgive, it is like a miraculous healing. A great burden will be lifted from you, and you will have a renewed relationship with God. What a prayer this was that Jesus made, “Father forgive them” If we can grasp the wonders of this statement, it will enable us to forgive, and to experience the joy that comes with that forgiveness.

The scene that's evidenced in the text is crucial as the people are crusading around the cross of Calvary. Sadly, here's our Creator being executed as a common criminal. And so much dramatics' have happened prior to Him arriving to this current scene. Jesus because of our misfortunes could have left us abandoned in our sins—but instead of abandoning us, Jesus' passion for humanity has chosen the nails. That's right! He chose the sentence of death in order that we might experience eternal life.
You don't have to be a biblical scholar to know that, Jesus was sentence to death by Pontius Pilate the Governor of the Romans. He was beaten with leather lashes—which was a procedure that often resulted in severe blood loss. Jesus was then intimidated and forced to carry the upper crossbeam to the execution site, where the central stake was already set up awaiting the arrival of the convicted criminal rather guilty or not!
Upon Jesus’ arrival he was fastened like picture on the wall to a crossbeam on the ground. His hands were fastened in place with nails. He was then hoisted with the crossbeam against the standing vertical stake. His feet were then nailed to the stake—and death by suffocation or exhaustion then followed after a long period of agonizing pain after lifting Him up between heaven and earth.
If that's not enough for you too trouble the mind. Let me paint a vivid picture before the nails were inserted within His Holy Body! Before being nailed to the cross, (Matthew 27) tells us that they stripped him of His clothes and put a scarlet robe on Him and twisted together a crown of 72 thorns and drove it into His head causing puncture wounds to his brow, which also caused a great impact on His brain. 
Moreover, the record is—the Roman soldiers put a staff in his right hand and mockingly knelt in front of Him and said, "Hail, king of the Jews," as they in synchronization spat upon Him and took that same staff and struck Him on the head, so massively it could be described as a head-on collision. They then became character assassins by insulting Him and mocked Him all the way from the Pilate's planetarium until the entire time He was hanging on that cross and drew His last breath. In fact, this shouldn't take us by surprise that this would happen, because Isaiah made mention of this very occasion in the Old Testament. This is amazing!

If you read (Isaiah 50:6) he tells of the account of a Messiah who would be brutally beaten about the face and back, mocked and humiliated, have his beard pulled out, and spit upon. Then later, in chapter 52, Isaiah records that the physical abuse and beating of the Messiah would be so severe that, “many were amazed when they saw him. His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly human, and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he was a man” (Isaiah 52:14).

The fact that Jesus could forgive the men who were responsible for beating Him and torturing Him and nailing Him to a cross is truly incredible! It took love to do it, and this is what I call, "The Passion of Christ!"
I. He Entered Into His Suffering:

The crucifixion took place on a hill called "the skull" (in Latin, calvaria). We get the name Calvary from that Latin word. What happened that day at on Calvary was unforgivable. Let's be honest that when you have crucified the Son of God you have done that which is beyond forgiveness. But Jesus said, in his first words from the cross, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). Jesus’ first saying on the cross was a prayer. Here is our Savior going through the hardest and most painful thing He’s ever had to endure. Yet He was praying! What’s even more impressive is what He was praying for, our forgiveness.

1 | Page
2 | Page

