The Importance of Togetherness

The Importance of Togetherness

(Acts 3:1-11 KJV)
Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God:10 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him.11 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.
The writer of Acts Apostle Luke, informs his readers of an incident that occurred with a lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the temple. This gate received the title "Beautiful Gate" because of its attractive manifestation. It had various metals with which it was adorned and beautified. It was very large and was approximately seventy feet tall and sixty feet wide and there were twenty men were appointed to open and close it. No doubt, this gate was a very extraordinary one. As a matter of fact, Jesus once gave his “I am the vine” sermon in that vicinity (John 15:1-6).
In the text we identify two preachers Peter and John together, this transpired after the Holy Spirit descended on them and on the other disciples like a violent wind, they are now going to a prayer service. It is at this moment that we are introduced to a certain man who was lame since he was born. We are not told what his name was. But! He was begging for money at the Beautiful Gate to make ends meet.  But soon he will receive a miracle instead of money.
Peter and John were going to the temple to pray at the hour of prayer, 3:00 pm, but the original text (and some translations specify this as the 9th hour of the day. The Jewish day was 12 hours long, for the daylight hours only. Morning Prayer was at 9:00 am, and the evening prayer was at 3:00 pm. These are difficult hours of the day for us now. Many people start work at 8:00 am or even 7:00 am, and the morning prayer would come in the middle of the morning’s work, and the 3:00 pm prayer might come in the middle of wrapping up the day’s supposed work.

But wait a minute! Are we saying that the schedule of the world is more important and takes precedence over the appointed hour for regular prayer? Yes, it does, it seems, and for all of us who work for a boss, or someone else who is not a Christian we may find ourselves forbidden to engage in practices such as prayer in the middle of an otherwise really important day or task. Let’s take a look at the importance of being together.
I. The Attention of the Paraplegic:

The setting for the miracle about to take place was dramatic. Here's a man lame, which was carried daily and laid at the gate begging for alms of those going into the Temple. This had to be very crippled if someone was carrying him. The term “from his mother’s womb” means from birth, from the moment the fetus came forth from the womb.
Every day, there were some who would carry him and lay him at the Beautiful Gate so that he could do his business of begging. I believe that this was done without fail, whether rain or shine. If you want to locate this lame man, you will never miss him; you can find him next to the Beautiful Gate everyday during the times of prayers. He was as much a fixture as the Beautiful Gate. He was helpless the moment he was born. He was always dependent on someone. He was always relying on someone. He could not go anywhere without external help. But you could find him at the Temple.
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