The Family Feud


The Family Feud

(Genesis 21:9-14 KJV)
9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son.12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.13 And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.14 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.

I

f the truth is told we're all guilty of trying to give God an helping hand. We become so impatient that we stoop to the level of carnality instead of remaining faithful in our spirituality. In the onset of the unraveling, and unreeling of the episode before us — Sarah has made a permanent choice to have Abraham; her husband to father a child by their handmaiden Hagar. Oh! What an awful mistake Sarah made along with the free moral actions of Abraham, which would cause a torturous and notorious family feud!
Both Sarah and Abraham made the choice together and later would have to suffer the consequences with children slap dab in the middle of the family feud. I must say that, in reality life is a series of choices. We choose what time we will get up, what we will eat, what clothes we will wear. We choose the programs we watch or prefer not watch, the selections of music we'll listen to, and the kind of car we'll drive. But for the most part those decisions don't carry great consequences. But consequently, there are other decisions we make — who we will marry, the job we will take, school we attend, friends we choose. We choose what we will feed our mind. And most of all we choose how we will respond to difficult and demeaning times. 
In Genesis 16 we have the record of a decision that Abraham and Sarah made that would have a great effect on their marriage and an even greater effect on the world in which we live between Isaac and Ishmael. It was a bad decision but if we had been in their shoes, it may have been the same decision we would have made to somehow resolve the tension by splitting up the household.
I. The  Immeasurable Covenant:
When God called Abraham and told him to leave his country, his family, and his father’s house, God promised that he would give him a land (Canaan) in which he and his descendants would settle and become a great nation. The promise that God would give Abraham and his descendants the land of Canaan is one of the major themes of the Pentateuch. The promise of the giving of the land was made to Abraham and renewed to Isaac and Jacob — not to his upcoming son of perplexity Ishmael by Hagar, but the son of promise Isaac by Sarah.
But how could God’s promise to Abraham that he would become a great nation be accomplished when his wife Sarah was barren? The barrenness was a stumbling block to the fulfillment of the promise. How could an old man and an old woman be fruitful and become a source of blessings to many? Abraham trusted God’s promise and took God at his word: “I will bless you;” “You shall become a great nation.” God’s promise was enough for Abraham. He believed and in believing he was blessed. And in being blessed in abundance, Abraham’s descendants would become a great nation and his descendants would receive Canaan as the Promised Land.

So Abraham the father of the faithful decided to accept God’s promise. Abraham left Haran to go to Canaan. And while in Canaan Abraham was noted as a stranger, a pilgrim in the land, sojourning from place to place, traveling through Shechem to the oak of Moreh and from there to Bethel and finally to the Negev (Genesis 12:6-9).
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