The Essentials Of The Resurrection


The Essentials Of The Resurrection
(1st Corinthians 15:1-4 KJV)
1Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
A

postle Paul bravely in the text elaborates effectively on the essentials of the resurrection. He without wavering in his spiritual equilibrium, absolutely stands as a earthling vessel, full of heavenly treasures, and preaches the gospel concerning Jesus' return from the grave. Yes, here's Paul standing as the finite representing the infinite. Surprisingly, here's Paul who once pondered, pursued, perplexed, plotted and planned under the old man Saul, to persecute the church—now he's under new management, debating idolaters, tearing down stronghold, building up the saints and putting the devil assignments on the chopping block of eradication. 
I keep on telling you, that here's a man who can testify and sing with clarity that old negro hymn that brought us through, "Amazing Grace" and declare with the violin in his voice that, "He once was blind, but now he see!" Here's Paul as some theologians have referred to him in prominent commentaries, as being four feet and a half in height, but when it came to proclaiming the gospel, he stood taller than a giant. Honesty, can you really believe that this is Paul, who once was a part of the Pharisees and helped them stone Stephen to death for preaching the gospel. Yes, this is he who once enrolled in Gamaliel's Theological Seminary, and gleaned biblical knowledge to become a Rabbi and to speak fourteen different languages. 
I must admit that after thoroughly verifying the text, that this is indeed Paul who's a new man defending and explaining the essentials of the resurrection of Christ. Paul explains to us that it is absolutely necessary to understand that our Savior rose from the dead as described in the constitutional will of God's Word, and is alive forevermore.
I once overheard a story about a Christian was walking through an art gallery in Glasgow, Scotland and he came upon a small boy gazing at a particular painting of the crucifixion. He stood and watched the little fellow for a moment and then he walked up and laid his hand on his shoulder and he said, "Son, what is that a picture of?" "Why, Sir," said the lad, "don't you know? That's our Lord dying on a cross and bearing our sin." The man patted the boy on the shoulder and said, "Thank you, Son." And then he walked on and continued to look at the remaining pictures in the gallery. Suddenly he felt a little tug at his sleeve and he looked down and there was the same little fellow. The boy looked up and said, "Pardon me, Sir, I forget to tell you one thing. He's not dead anymore, He arose three days later from the grave after He was buried." 

This is the message of the gospel that Paul is trying to convey and want our minds and hearts to conceive. And to be bold witnesses to the fact that even the grave couldn't retain Him. Traditionally that's the heart of the fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
Think about this for a moment—in reality just as the heart pumps life blood to the body, in similarly the resurrection is the very heart of the gospel, also supplying life into every other area of truth in our hearts. Importantly, the resurrection is the pivot on which all of Christianity turns. And if you annihilate the resurrection then Christianity comes out as hopeful thinking and hinges on useless human philosophy. 

I. The Preaching Of The Gospel:
(1Corintians 15:1-2 KJV)
1Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
a) The Site of the Preaching:
Paul was in the vicinity of Corinth and he had to set the record straight concerning the resurrection. Perhaps it were the Sadducess' who were presenting the validity of the resurrection as null and void, and Paul had to encourage the congregation to hold steadfastly to the doctrine of the resurrection. 
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