The Church Anniversary

The Church Anniversary
(Matthew 16:18 KJV)

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church: and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
T

he church building respectfully is the most influential place to come and get spiritual help for a fragile, fatigued, and feeble soul. The church even more so is an “Unusual” place – it’s the only place I know where the weary can come and find rest. In the church building you can become indulged with the Holy Ghost and run around its edifice, like the man at the Gate of Beautiful, when you’re happy without being called psychotic. The church is the only place I know where you can catch on fire spiritually, and have no desire to call the fire department to put it out. The church is the only place I know, where you can shout and never receive a summons to appear in court for disturbing the peace. The church is the only place I know, where you can testify before a mental health doctor attending service that Jesus died and rose from the grave, and is still alive for ever more; without being admitted to the tenth floor. The church is convincingly an “unusual” place and ironically to be honest, many of us ultimately don’t understand who or what is considered to be the true church.
Here’s a snapshot of just a few churches and how they got started:

There is the name Catholic Church. The name “Catholic” means universal. The name was chosen because of the universal nature of the church. Then there is the Lutheran Church, which was named after Martin Luther. Martin Luther began the Reformation movement when he nailed his thesis to the Vatican’s door. He sought to reform the Catholic Church and thus began the Reformation Movement. This was also the beginning of the “Protestant” churches, in that they were protesting against the Catholic Church. You must see the word “Protest” in the word “Protestant” to really understand the differences between Catholicism and Protestantism.

· There is the Unitarian Church, which derives its name from the desire for unity, which actually means that anything goes as long as there is a “spirit of love and unity”.
· There is the Presbyterian Church is named after its church organization. When they protested against the Catholic Church, they rejected the Pope, and chose to be organized under a group of leaders called the “Presbytery” or elders.
· The Baptist Church was named “Baptist” because they practiced baptism. John was called the “Baptist” because he went about in the wilderness of Jordan baptizing his disciples. Everybody thinks that “Baptist” was John’s last name, but it was only what he practiced. “John the Baptist” really wasn’t John’s name; it was only an adjective that described what John practiced. He was a baptizer !

So, what honestly is the church? Is the church a building? Is the place where believers gather to worship? Or is the church the people—the believers who follow Christ? How we understand and perceive the church is quite important in determining how we live out our faith.
Today, we live in an era where the church is trying to survive off watered down sermons, concert style worships, popcorn prayers, with rubber glue Christians, hen pecked Pastors, and duct tape deacons—all having a sheet rock religion. I wonder if anyone can enlighten me who and what is the church? Sadly, the church’s theology doesn’t seem to affect some members on the inside, while the lost is falling victim to satan and his bag of tricks on the outside.

I. The Organizing Of  The Church:

"Upon this Rock”
What did Jesus mean when he said “Upon this Rock”

Let’s look at in-depth interpretations of this portion of the verse.

Roman Catholics say the rock is Peter. From this verse they get their idea of the Papacy and their hierarchal organization. But that is not what Jesus meant about his rock. Some say maybe Jesus was referring to the truth of Peter’s statement, “ Thou art the Christ,” that’s a tremendous statement but this isn’t the right inte4rpretation either. Furthermore, some entertain that, Jesus was referring to Peter’s faith, but according to the theological soundness, Jesus was not referring to Peter’s faith. What Jesus was saying was, “He was the Rock!” We know this is true because, fortunately there was someone there who saw his gesture, and understood exactly what he meant.
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