The Arithmetic of the Cross


The Arithmetic of the Cross

(1st Corinthians 1:18 KJV)

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.

T

he Cross is one of the most impressive symbols in the world. It has also become an inherited part our religion. History has also declared that thousands wear crosses of gold and silver as a sign of their sacredness. Many of which are beautifully decorated with diamonds and pearls. But many today wear them completely unaware of the true meaning of the cross of Jesus. The cross can so easily become just another loquacious (a talkative peace) item of jewelry and decoration. Meaning, only a symbol, a trademark, of the Christian faith, and nothing more.  But how many of us fail to realize, that it also can become a trademark of Christianity, without any bearing on its true meaning in the hearts of those who wear and use it.

During the biblical days there were no jewels decorating the cross where our Lord died for our sins. In fact many of that day and time lost the true understanding of the cross. How about you today? What does the cross of Christ Jesus mean to you? You may be involved in religion forever, yet never come to understand the true significance of the cross. You may end up with a sentimental understanding of a beautiful golden ornament, rather than a rugged instrument of execution. Yes! I'm talking about the cross on which Christ viciously suffered all because he was sympathetic for humanity. 
This cross was worse than any lethal injection that your veins could withstand; that the electric chair could embrace, and the gas chamber could suffocate. We can't sanitize the cross and make it into something clean and sterile. We can't whitewash it and take off the blood and the suffering. We can't pad it and make it into something comfortable and non-threatening. But we can focus upon the cross!
By way of the cross, Jesus entered the emergency room to embrace our sins as our doctor. His word, (the sixty six books of the bible) became the scalpel for our soul, to blot out our sins. And the diagnoses and treatment for our sin was a success, because of His redeeming blood. So, how important is His blood. The blood of Christ keeps Christianity alive. Someone has said, “If you cut the Bible anywhere and it will bleed.” As a matter of fact, the blood of Jesus is spoken of 427 times in our Bible, so it is easy to see, this is not a minor matter. 
The cross was an instrument with which the Roman state executed the death penalty. The cross was a crude, splintered, rugged instrument of death. The crucifixion was an extremely painful way to die. It is hard to describe the torture experienced through crucifixion. The pain of the cross was unbearable. Jesus was scourged when he endured the cross. He had been mocked by the soldiers; a crown of thorns was pressed hard upon his head. He was beaten, spat upon and physically abused with many blows. 
Then the cross was placed upon his back as he stumbled towards Calvary. He was stretched out in a perpendicular position upon the cross. The nails then were driven through his hands. With his knees bent, one foot placed over the other, a nail was driven through both feet. The cross was lifted up and placed into the ground, then final suffering had begun. Dying on that cross was long, and excruciating suffering. As he hung upon that cross his lungs begin to fill up with fluids. As the pain became unbearable, you could push up for breath because of a bended knee, and this would decrease the pain in the upper body, but then caused more pain in legs and feet. 
This could go on for a long time. But remember that the agony of Jesus was much more than physical pain it was for the passion of humanity. Why do Christians then see it as a symbol of their faith and allegiance to God but yet doesn't grasp its true meaning? Let's see if the suffering that Christ endured is worth reiterating its importance. 

Weather you realize it are not all of us deal with arithmetic every day. Speed limit signs, grocery receipts, social security numbers, telephone numbers, sports scores, and the list goes on and on. Without arithmetic this world would be in the state of chaos. Well, arithmetic if you knew it or not, played a major role when it came to the cross in which Jesus died upon. Here's what I'm trying to relay! 
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