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That's All It Takes

(Romans 10:1-10 KJV)

1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
A

 true story was told of a beggar who stopped a lawyer on the street and asked him for a quarter. Taking a long, hard look into the man's unshaven face, the attorney asked, "Don't I know you from somewhere?" "You should," came the reply. "I'm your former classmate. Remember, second floor, old Main Hall?" "Why, Sam, of course I know you!" Without further question the lawyer wrote a check for $100. "Here, take this and get a new start. I don't care what's happened in the past, it's the future that counts." And with that he hurried on down the street. 
Tears welled up in the man's eyes as he walked to a bank nearby. Stopping at the door, he saw through the glass the well-dressed tellers and the spotlessly clean interior. Then he looked at his filthy rags. "They won't take this from me. They'll swear that I forged it," he muttered as he turned away. 

The next day the two men met again. "Why, Sam, what did you do with my check? Gamble it away? Drink it up?" "No," said the beggar as he pulled it out of his dirty shirt pocket and told why he hadn't cashed it. "Listen, friend," said the lawyer. "What makes that check good is not your clothes or appearance, but my signature. Go on, cash it!" That’s All It Takes!
In the text the Jews believed salvation was exclusively for the Jew. They rejected Jesus Christ because he offered salvation to all alike. They couldn’t see God saving anyone outside the Jewish race without them first becoming a Jew. It was hard for them to understand that God’s sovereign plan included everyone with no exception. The Jews refused to submit themselves to God’s righteousness as they sought to establish their own righteousness by their works. But! Salvation is not predicted by works although your works sometimes can glitter like gold.

The children of Israel thought they could please God by keeping His Law. They failed to see that they could never keep the Law and that real righteousness is awarded to those who simply look to God by faith and trust Him and the finished work of Jesus on the cross! They sought to make Christ conform to their way of thinking. They wanted to ascend to God’s throne to tell him what kind of Messiah they wanted. 
For the Jews, Jesus arrived as the long awaited Messiah. But on His arrival many did not recognize Him. Others refused to accept Him because He did not fit their image as a King. Everywhere He went in His short life on earth; He made enemies and devoted friends. 
Moreover, Men hated Him so deeply that they sought to end His life and did crucify Him. Amazingly as the Bible had predicted centuries before their occurrence, all of the events of His life from His lowly birth to death on a cross and then to His resurrection, did occur just as they had been predicted. In spite of this, many people still refused to believe in Christ's existence or reality. They refused to believe the words that He had spoken during His sojourn on earth.

 Well, Paul's love for Israel, his brothers, his family, his heritage, I think gives us a very clear message about what Paul would have us understand about our own relationship to our world, to our family, to our culture, is very simple and that is that God wants us to indefinitely have a personal relationship with Him . Paul wanted the people to know the real meaning of being saved. The Greek word for saved is “SOZO” and means saved, delivered, set free, healed, safety, rescued, and to be in right relationship.
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