Please Do Me A Favor

Please Do Me A Favor
(Matthew 20:20-21 KJV)
"Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshiping Him, and desiring a certain thing of Him. And He said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto Him, Grant that these, my two sons, may sit the one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left, in thy kingdom." 
T

he Disciples sensed that the inauguration of the kingdom was near. Unfortunately, their self-centered ambition focused on what they would gain in the coming kingdom and how they should posture themselves politically in the kingdom. They didn't understand the previous lesson Jesus gave, concerning humility (Matthew 18:1-4) and that Kingdom citizens don't seek titles, position or influence; kingdom citizens seek to please the Lord, not themselves; kingdom citizens are driven to deny themselves, take up their cross of suffering and follow the Lord in humble service.

 Jesus had just spoken of His own coming sufferings, crucifixion and resurrection, yet they were preoccupied with their own concerns. And yet, here as the Lord leads His Disciples toward Jerusalem, James and John's mother appeals to the Lord for positions of honor for her boys, in the coming kingdom. In Mark's Gospel it is James and John who make the request, so we are left to believe that the two sons of Zebedee put their mother up to this ambitious request. What they were asking was for a favor of positions and special authority, an inner cabinet position, of greater influence. So, let's assume James and John indeed appoints their mother to proposition Jesus concerning this matter. Playing favoritism is wrong and God is recording it on record!
All of us as predestined never know where we are other are going to go in life, or where we will end up. James and John, two brothers, and some of the first disciples, have aspirations for greatness. They ask Jesus for a favor. They would like to be first in honor when Jesus came into his glorious domicile. They probably imagined how wonderful it would be when the whole world realized just who Jesus was. So they wanted him to agree that they could be with him and be his closest assistants and share in kingdom power. And apparently they had been thinking about this for a time, for we read in Mark chapter 9 that they were arguing about which of them was the greatest, but were afraid to tell him. 
Now when James and John ask for the highest positions when Jesus comes into his glory, Matthew reports that their mother was there, and she's the one who made the initial request for them. So there's a matter of family pride here as well. "Jesus, my boys have left me to follow you, so be good to us and see that they don't get left behind when things take off for you." Let me hurriedly point out that the church cannot prosper predicated upon favoritism. What have put crutches on many ministries are Kinship, Friendship, Co-ship, and spiritual amnesia when it comes to discipleship. All of these will tear up a church!
James and John are not ready for responsibility, because at this time they crave it for themselves. They will not be good servants if they only want a comfortable position without a challenge in the coming kingdom. Someday they will serve Jesus unselfishly, even to the point of giving their lives for him, but at this point they need more training. We have witness those who seek power like James and John; what they will do to gain it and what they will do to keep it, and I mean keeping it at all costs with no interest in being trained or maneuvered by the one who has appointed them.
We all are in training too; we all are a work in progress. God wants us see how we can serve him. God has elevated believers to a high status. 1 Peter 1:9 says, "You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness and into His wonderful light." That means as a believer you have a new status. 
The desire for position and power should only be realized when one can submit to servant hood. To serve Jesus is to be a servant to other people. Jesus taught his disciples not to "Lord it over one another." God does not put us in positions over others so that we feel important. He does it so we can help and care for other people. 
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