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Participate In Your Own Blessing
(2 Kings 4:1-7 KJV)


1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen. 2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil. 3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. 4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full. 5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out. 6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. 7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest. 

So often people in ministry, especially those in the public eye, are more concerned with their reputation, popularity and praise of men rather than they are for meeting the needs of people. Unfortunately, our pulpits and other places of public ministry are too often filled with those sorts of characters. But the prophet Elisha was not concerned with the praise of men neither was he concerned with positions, nor was he concerned about power or prestige. Though his ministry was filled with miracles they were for edification of true ministry, not for entertainment. No doubt Elisha loved God and his ministry was not like the modern day church. In fact the 21st century church these days worship God - happy meal style, instead of serving Him up, a steak and potatoes style worship. We have failed to serve and worship Him with an open heart. And I'm appalled to say that many have humanizes God, magnifies self, and have paved the way forward to a feel good religion.

History through the Theological perspective of the Rabbis teach that the widow in the text was Obadiah’s wife. Whether Obadiah the prophet was her husband or not we are uncertain. Obadiah is the prophet who hid 100 of the Lord’s prophets and fed them for a period of time. ( 1 Kings 18:3b-4). But what we are certain about  is whosoever he was, he's now dead! He has left her to raise and provide for two sons. She was indeed vulnerable and void of income. Moreover she was being attacked at all angles emotionally. Because the one who she took a hand in marriage with, is now gone! He has also left her a very great debt which she was unable to pay. As long as her husband was there, he was being classified as her human provider, her human protector,  and her human partner. Now he who was alive has died and traveled to the land no return; and she felt it! So the obvious question is, "How is she going to make?" Life for her now seemed unbearable!
I. The Problem: 

 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen (2 Kings 4:1).
Elisha apparently had known this widow lady husband. She reminds him that her husband was a true believer. When he died he left an unpaid debt which the creditor had now come to collect. If a borrower did not have personal property as security, his own person and that of his dependents would serve as security. Therefore the creditor could legally take the widow's sons as payment.

According to Hebrew law, a creditor could take the debtor and his children as servants, but he was not to treat them like slaves (Exodus 21:1-11). It would be heartbreaking for this woman to lose her husband to death and her two sons to servitude. So God sent Elisha to help her. Now, however inhumane this might seem, the creditor was within his legal rights; for Mosaic Law allowed the creditor to enslave the debtor and his children as far as the Year of Jubilee in order to work off a debt.”
By all means keep out of unnecessary debt and thus avoid the debt trap. Psalm 37:21 says "The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth." The minute a person goes into debt, he loses a portion of his freedom. As Proverbs 22:7 says, "The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender."
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