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Our Purpose With People

(Luke 15:4 KJV)
What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?
W

e have before us the parables of the lost sheep where  Jesus addresses the issue of receiving sinners. As you read these this parables notice the difference between the attitude of Heaven and the Pharisees. One rejoices exceedingly and the other grumbles.

Jesus in this chapter first tells the story of a shepherd who has lost one of his sheep and second about a poor woman who had lost one of her dowry coins. Then at the end of each story He pauses with a verse of application and describes for us that while grumbling is going on in His midst, the rejoicing in heaven cannot be contained.

He tells these parables to make the point that Heaven gladly receives sinners and so does Jesus, much unlike the Pharisees who turn them away and view them as unwanted.

Luke shows us the situation as the Pharisees and Scribes were beginning to approach Jesus. The picture is that of the lions circling their prey. What was Jesus’ crime? What was it that caused them so much trouble? Well, rather than turning away those in society who were viewed as morally compromised as the religious leaders did, He spent time with them, loving them and teaching them and at times, challenging them.

Jesus as we identify is on his way up to Jerusalem, where he will be crucified. The crowds have been flocking to hear his teaching, to see him, and among the crowds, there was a certain group of people; they were the tax collectors and sinners. The tax collectors were those Jews who had signed up to work for the Roman state. They were working for the enemy, and making money off it; so long as they gave the Romans what they expected, the tax collectors could demand more, which they kept for themselves. This occupation was not very popular among the Jews, for obvious reasons.

The “publicans” and sinners, were people who were regarded and treated as outcasts from the Jewish religious and national life, found in Jesus One who did not despise and reject them, like the Pharisees and scribes with their religion that was generally cold and hard towards such people, but One who took a real interest in them and pointed out to them the road to salvation and real life.
So what! The publicans were Jews working with the Romans collecting taxes from the people, and hated in Israel, but the Lord loved them! He showed us this when he visited Zacchaeus. He focused on his faults and resolved the matter by issuing him forgiveness.

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:1-10).
The Pharisees grumbled because Jesus received sinners. They thought that only the righteous should be preached to and looked after. Jesus showed everyone God’s perspective on the lost. For the Pharisees, Jesus, claiming to be from God, should do things the way they did them. It didn’t compute in their minds that God would want anything to do with sinners. After all God is perfectly set apart from sin so He can’t love sinners. Jesus came to show us the Father’s perspective when it comes to lost sinners. But, the one thing that these religious leaders did get right was that they did observe correctly the fact that Jesus did receive sinners. Aren’t you glad today that Jesus receives sinners?
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