Lord Help These Children


Lord Help These Children
(2 Kings 2:23-24 KJV)
And he went up from thence unto Bethel: and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them 

T

he setting took place around Bethel. The vicinity of Bethel at that time was the most anti-God place out there, and was a major Baal worship site at one point. Bethel was definitely a place where you didn't want to raise children. In that place of domicile the Canaanites, Baal worshippers would sacrifice their own children by throwing them into the fire while indulging in sexual encounters. 
The children were being burned alive in sacrifice to suffer the pain of their skin burning away into shreds. Can you imagine the fat under the skin melting? The pain of their blood coming to a bubbling boil. The pain of breathing the fire into the lungs while trying to scream! Such actions must have sickened God; burning people alive was never ordained by Him nor ever came into His heart!
This indeed was detestable in God’s sight. In (1 Kings), Jeroboam attempted to make Bethel the capital of idolatry worship and blasphemed God. He even instituted an idolatrous feast in correspondence to the Feast of the Tabernacles and set up idol images. Bethel thereafter became increasingly associated with heathen worship of the Canaanites. And was denounced by the Prophets Amos and Hosea, who called it “Beth-aven” (meaning house of wickedness). Also, Elisha just finished performing a miracle by restoring the water supply there since the land was under an age old curse and was unproductive.
Matter of biblical fact, Elijah was just seen being carried away by God. This awesome event took place in front of the eyes of the people, showing the Baal worshippers the true God and His powers. The insults that Elisha will endure in this chapter, were obviously made towards God and his prophets, this was not just some petty insult. Think about it! Why would someone place an insult or ridicule someone after they just witness god’s power and having their water supply finally restored after many years, and witnessing Elijah being carried away in a whirlwind? Here's my assessment concerning this whole ordeal!
It reveals 2 things:

1. They didn’t respect or worship God.
2. They purposely wanted to blaspheme God.
I. The Public Insult:

Elisha, going up to Bethel, was assailed by a band of young people from the city, who mocked him, and said to him, "Go up, thou bald bead!"  Whether Elisha was actually bald, or whether he had a different hairstyles, such as being, flat ironed, braided, faded or cropped short on top, they were ridiculing the prophet and telling him to get lost like Elijah. 
Baldness was regarded by the lower orders as a kind of disgrace; for as it was one of the usual consequences of leprosy, so it was accounted a sign of personal and mental degradation. Their expressions are not to be viewed as a mere burst of youthful wantonness; but as poisoned arrows, pointed and directed by refined and satanic malignity. It is as if they had said, “Thou leper! Thou would-be prophet! We fear thee not! Go up! Go up!” as if they mean, “Imitate thy master!” It seems to have been a scoffing allusion to the ascent of Elijah if you were to ask me. 
Believe it or not they weren't "little kids"!
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