Living On A Fixed Income


Living On A Fixed Income
(1 Kings 17:12 KJV)

And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.
The Northern Kingdom of Israel over which the Prophet Elijah proclaimed God’s word was deeply imbedded in sin. Its king during this time was Ahab who had the distinction of being the most evil man who had ever sat on the throne of Israel (1 Kings 16:30, 33; 21:25-26). The capstone on his life of sin was his marriage to Jezebel, the daughter of the king of Sidon. Because of Jezebel, the worship of Baal had become the dominant religion of Israel. In keeping with the warnings God had given Israel in the Mosaic Law to live an acceptable life unto Him. 
You know the story that God brought a drought upon the land for 3 ½ years because of the Israelites disobedience. A drought was an appropriate weapon in this conflict of righteousness verses immorality. Baal and Asherah were nature deities, supposed to control the rains and the fertility of the ground. By announcing a drought in the name of the Lord, Elijah demonstrated conclusively that Elohim, not Baal, is the God of supremacy.

This drought was announced by the Prophet Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-2), who was then divinely instructed to hide out by the brook Cherith. For some time, he drank from the waters of this brook and was fed bread and meat brought by the ravens in the morning and evening off Jezebel’s table. The preacher didn’t want for nothing; because whatever he needed to survive, God provided! So, be ever so reminded that, “whatever you need God got it!” 
Elijah had been at the brook Cherith for about a year and it dried up! Did that mean God had failed? No, it meant God was about to lead him on to bigger and better adventures. Where to? Well, He’s going to Zarephath, where he had commanded a widow to sustain him. This is where he would stay with this widow and her son until the drought ended. Surprisely, God sends him right back into the back yard of Ahab and Jezebel who put him on the run for God destroying Jezebel’s prophets of Baal. 
When Elijah first arrives in Zarephath he meets a widow woman as she’s gathering sticks in 1 Kings 17:12 we read, “And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” The widow was preparing to fix her last meal and then die. Or was she? 

We do not know how long she had been a widow, but we are told she had one son. Probably she had been well provided for by the community, but now she was suffering as a result of the drought. She informs us that she had come to the end of her resources. This woman was on a fixed income that had run out! And now she’s down to almost nothing. Have any of you come to the end of your resources? Have your money vanished, health failed, friends screen you on caller ID, patience hitchhike out of town, etc., all gone? If so, take comfort from this story and know you’re not in this all by yourself! 
Elijah instructed the Zarephath widow to make and bring him a small cake of bread before she made any food for herself or her son. I can imagine the woman is thinking and possibly saying, “Oh no, another mouth to feed.” I doubt many of us, being human and made of flesh with hunger pains and all, would be willing to share what we viewed would be our last meal. I believe the widow was able to respond to the prophet’s request for she knew she had heard the voice of God prior to Elijah asking for food. She probably 
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