Let's Make A Deal


Let's Make A Deal

(2 Chronicles 7:14 KJV)
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
I

n the text the nation Israel was being ruled by King Solomon the son of King David. He's the person to whom this particular scripture was given directly to. Indefinitely, what King Solomon did not know while on his death bed some years later that the nation of Israel would split into two kingdoms, the kingdom of Israel and the Kingdom of Judah. And moreover, that King Solomon’s son would rule over the Kingdom of Judah. Both Kingdoms would rebel against God and begin to worship idols. And within a few decades God’s people would find themselves in a place where this verse would definitely have an application. 

Some centuries later most of the Kingdom of Israel would be taken captive by the Assyrian empire. The bible records that the Assyrian empire emptied the land of the people of the Kingdom of Israel, only leaving a remnant, a few peasants and farmers. History records that the Assyrian empire settled Assyrian peasants and farmers in the land occupied by the Kingdom of Israel in what would be today the northern half of the country Israel. As time begin to passed the remaining Israelites and the Assyrian settlers began to inter marry and inter mingle with one another. 

Later when both the Assyrian empire and Babylonian empire had fallen the Kingdom of Israel and the Kingdom of Judah returned to their home land. And the descendants of the inter marriages between the Assyrian settlers and the remnant of the Kingdom of Israel became known as Samaritans and the area that they lived in became known as Samaria. 

The Samaritans were considered beyond salvation as they were not full blooded Jews or Israelites; this shows us the significant of the story of the encounter of Jesus and the Samaritan woman recorded in John Chapter 4. God in the text is not making a deal with the Samaritans, but He's dealing directly with the moral condition of the Israelites!
I. Our Status Should Be Structured : If my people, which are called by my name,
God directs His remarks long ago to His people called by His name. The only ones today who fit this designation are Christians, God's chosen people. In the text, He is not talking to unsaved people, He is talking to Christians. A Christian is one who has placed trust and faith in Jesus and what He did on the cross to pay for our sins. He is one who made a decision to respond to us by way of grace, which is the unmerited favor which God has given and is the opposite of works. 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boost," (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
A Christian is one who has exercised faith in Jesus. Faith does not save a person, rather faith gets the person to Jesus and He saves those individuals. So, when was the last time you've been to Jesus? Have you put your trust and faith in Him? That is how you come. It is as simple as you taking your feet off the floor and holding them out in front of you and resting your whole weight on the chair. With this example you have exercised faith by resting your weight on the chair. You trusted the chair. In the same sense, this is what you have done when you came to Jesus, in doing so you trust Him totally for your salvation to balance your situation. 

Several things happen when you come to Jesus. When a person comes to Christ in child-like faith, he is born into the family of God (John 1:12-13). At that time, the Holy Spirit places him into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13) and indwells within him to provide the power needed to live for Christ and to witness. His name is written in the Lamb's Book of Life. He passes from death to life. So, when he dies, he is going to Heaven, not Hell. All these things happened because you have trusted Jesus as Savior. 

Isn't it amazing that centuries before believers were called Christians that God would look down and say, " If my people, which are called by my name, " in the statement which is our text today? So, God is talking to believers, not lost persons. The reason He is not talking to unsaved persons is because they are "dead" (Ephesians 2:5). It is not reasonable to expect a dead person to show interest!  Matter of fact, the healing of a nation is in the hands of believers.
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