Jesus Christ Is Coming To Town

Jesus Christ Is Coming To Town
(Matthew 1:21KJV)

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

A

s a little lad of a boy growing up in a poor family—I couldn’t wait to sing the lyric to the old familiar song “Santa Clause Is Coming to Town!” As I looked out the window at the snow as it covered the grass like carpet—and as ice sickles dangled from the roof gable and hanged from the twigs of the pear, pecan, and fig trees bearing no leaves, I began to sing this song during the Christmas season along with my mother as I sat upon her knees. Although she was very blunt in telling us there's no such thing as Santa Claus—we still believed he was real along with his nine reindeers Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen, and Rudolph the red nose reindeer. 
But! Now that I’ve stepped beyond the realms of my youthfulness, and mother is gone on to be with the Lord, God caused my soul to go through a period of conviction, confession, and conversion as my thoughts evades the territory of my soul that Jesus is the Christian Santa Claus, because he came into this world to bring the gift of life. It's as if now when I hear this song—I  hear it in a different tenor and tone as I reminisce upon the text before us. 

Here’s a version of that song as I hear it as a Christian:
You better watch out 
You better not cry 
Better not pout 
I'm telling you why 
Jesus Christ is coming to town 
He's made his list 
no need to check it twice; 
He already knows who's been naughty and nice 
Jesus Christ is coming to town 
He sees you when you're slipping 
He knows when you're fake
He knows if you've been bad or good 
So be good for goodness sake! 
O! You better watch out! 
You better not cry 
You better not pout 
I'm telling you why 
Jesus Christ is coming to town 
Jesus is coming to town
At this time of year, many people are thinking about Santa Claus coming to town and thinking about all of the great gifts that Santa will bring them. But the real reason for this season is the celebration of Jesus Christ's coming to town—and he delivers us the tremendous sacrificial gift of all. He brings the gift of God's love. 

This may seem like a strange place from which to preach a Christmas sermon.  Yet, here in the midst of man’s greatest tragedy is the greatest revelation of man’s greatest hope.  For it is in this tale of sin, judgment and death that we meet the message of the saving Gospel in the personality of Jesus Christ for the first time.

I. The Perplexity Concerning His Arrival
(Matthew 1:18-19 KJV)


18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily. 
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