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It’s Only A Test

(Genesis 22:6-14 KJV)

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.
H

ere is Abraham the father of faith—who remembered waiting from the age of 75 to the maximizing age of 100 for the child that God promised both him and Sarah—yes that’s correct it took 25 years for that child Isaac to come to pass, and now as the scripture records, Abraham's only son must now be offered up as a burnt offering. Now let’s set the record straight! This is the promised son that he admired the most—this was the miracle child who was conceived in his old age and again born at his age of 100 and Sarah was 90. It was after the Lord had granted that promise of a son and after Ishmael had been sent away, that Abraham now looked at Isaac as his Only Son.
It was after “these things” that the Lord said, “ Take your son to the mountaintop, where I will show you, and offer up your only son as a burnt offering. “Notice that this sound quite chaotic, but Abraham didn’t get into a massive argument with God about this edict—because he remembered, that it was God who promised him, that Isaac's seed will He multiply, and Abraham had enough faith to know, that God was not a man that He should lie. But that in which he was going through, “This was only a test!”

I. The Perseverance of Abraham:
                                                           (Genesis 22:1-3 KJV)
1And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.
Wouldn’t you think that Abraham during the course of his life has already endured enough crises each of which was a real exercise of his soul, and a real strain upon his heart.:
· First of all, he was called to depart from all of his relatives in Ur of the Chaldees. He was just to leave the whole group. That was a real test for Abraham. He didn’t do it very well at the beginning, but nevertheless the separation finally came.
· Then there was the test that came with Lot, his nephew. Abraham loved Lot—he wouldn’t have been carrying Lot around with him if he hadn’t been his nephew. But the time came when they had to go their separate ways and Lot went down to Sodom. The separation finally came!
· Then there was the test with his son by Hagar name Ishmael, and Abraham had cried out to God, "Oh, that Ishmael might live before Thee!" Abraham loved that boy; and he hated to be separated from him. And his separation happened because his wife Sarah couldn’t  stomach the presence of Hagar—but it wasn’t Hagar’s fault that Abraham fathered a child by her, because it was Sarah, Abraham’s wife—who tried to help God out with the promised child, and who hooked them up. So, Sarah was guilty by association! But to get rid of the confusion in the house—Abraham put Hagar and Ishmael on the streets. The separation finally came!
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