Help Wanted


Help Wanted
(Matthew 20:1 KJV)
For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.
I

n our text, Jesus tells a parable about the Kingdom of God.  This is a story that turns the values and expectations of this world upside down and inside out. In this parable are those who work a twelve hour shift for the going rate of that time.  The “usual day’s wage” in the amount of a denarius” an ancient Roman coin made of silver that was usually paid to a foot soldier or a day laborer.  It was enough of wage to manage to survive for the day.  Sadly, there wasn’t much room for any savings or setting aside something for an emergency.
In the parable the Landowner hired workers early in the morning and promised to pay them one denarius. He then went back at nine o’clock, at noon, at three o’clock and at five o’clock and hired more workers. He told them simply that he’d pay them what was right.

This type of work wage was settled on a daily basis.  When it came time to give the workers their pay for the day, the Landowner paid the workers who had only been there an hour first.  They received a full day’s wage a “denarius.”  Then he paid those who had been there for three hours, then six then for the full day.
Guess what they all received?  You got it; a day’s wage!  Every last one of them received the same equal payment.  The guy who worked for one hour at the end of the day received the same pay as the man who came before sunrise and worked tirelessly to sundown!
How would you feel if you were the person who came to work at 5 p.m. and quitting time was 6 p.m.? And they received a full day's pay for one full hour of work.
If you were among those who worked all day long you could understand how they might have felt!  The parable Jesus tells is intended to give us a glimpse into how the Kingdom of God works.  It isn't everything about the kingdom but it does give some insight into the sensitivity of God.  If we can get a handle on these insights, we might have an easier time rejoicing in the grace of God which is given without measure, regardless of value of one’s worth.

I. The Analogy of the Vineyard:
The parable’s metaphors can be explained as followed. The world represents the place where God’s effective will is done. The landowner is God. The ‘hire’ is God’s call and the disciple’s acceptance of salvation. The first laborers are Jewish followers of Jesus Christ. They have known the reward from Abraham’s days. The other workers are redeemed gentiles and they are offered what is fair. The vineyard represents the world where the work God does through them produces good. The hour represents man-made chronos time in which the follower works and the evening represents judgment day. The payment is resurrection unto eternal life (Matthew 13:44-46).
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