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He Did It For Us       He Did It f or U s   ( John 3:16; 1   John 3:16   KJV)   "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but  have everlasting life"  ( John   3:16) .     "By this we have known the love of God, because He laid down His life for us. And we ought to lay  down our lives for  the brothers "  ( 1 John 3:16) .     he first similarity is that both verses are talking about t he same event; t he death of Jesus on  the Cross.  Second ly , they both talk about the love ne cessary to carry out this event, b ut notice one very  important difference between the two:      John 3:16 is told from the perspective of the Father.      1 John 3:16 focuses instead of what the Son went through.     I can’t   imagine how difficult it would be to allow my   son to die such a brutal death;   even if I were  assured beforehand that he would be alive again in just  three   days. Yet ,   John 3:16 tells us that God the Father  of Jesus was willing to make th is sacrific e and the reason why; love was His motivation,  “ For God so loved the  world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life ”   ( John  3:16).     At the same time, I cannot imagine what kind of love  Jesus must have had to be willing to die for  people ,   He didn't know .   Again, this verse   tells us He was motivated by love.   When God gave Jesus to us, He gave His all! He gave Himself.   “For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, that whoever belie ves in him should not perish but  have eternal life”   (John 3:16).   This argument has a few points:      The Giver:   First of all, consider who   the Giver is . The same God who created the whole world in  the beginning continues to give the whole world what it needs.       The Motive:   Second ly , consider the motive that moves God to do  what He does. “ For God so loved ”  His motive is love, pure, perfect love. The bible calls love the highest and greatest of all virtues. Love  is not temporary or on again, off again, “love never   ends.”     Imagine your son or daughter who has committed  a crime against society but has yet to be proven  guilty.   Love will make you get on the phone and solicit help to get him or her out solitary confinement.   Love makes you see no wro ng in him. A lthough  you knew they were guilty of the crime. Love will  make you defend them when ot hers are trying to destroy them. T here’s a thin line between love and hate! 
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(John 3:16; 1 John 3:16 KJV)

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).



[bookmark: _Toc278393357][bookmark: _Toc278393401]"By this we have known the love of God, because He laid down His life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers" (1 John 3:16).



T

he first similarity is that both verses are talking about the same event; the death of Jesus on the Cross. Secondly, they both talk about the love necessary to carry out this event, but notice one very important difference between the two:

· John 3:16 is told from the perspective of the Father.

· 1 John 3:16 focuses instead of what the Son went through.



I can’t imagine how difficult it would be to allow my son to die such a brutal death; even if I were assured beforehand that he would be alive again in just three days. Yet, John 3:16 tells us that God the Father of Jesus was willing to make this sacrifice and the reason why; love was His motivation, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” ( John 3:16).



At the same time, I cannot imagine what kind of love Jesus must have had to be willing to die for people, He didn't know. Again, this verse tells us He was motivated by love.

When God gave Jesus to us, He gave His all! He gave Himself.

“For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

This argument has a few points:

· The Giver: First of all, consider who the Giver is. The same God who created the whole world in the beginning continues to give the whole world what it needs. 

· The Motive: Secondly, consider the motive that moves God to do what He does. “For God so loved” His motive is love, pure, perfect love. The bible calls love the highest and greatest of all virtues. Love is not temporary or on again, off again, “love never ends.”  

Imagine your son or daughter who has committed a crime against society but has yet to be proven guilty. Love will make you get on the phone and solicit help to get him or her out solitary confinement.

Love makes you see no wrong in him. Although you knew they were guilty of the crime. Love will make you defend them when others are trying to destroy them. There’s a thin line between love and hate! Love will make a jealous individual, put tires on flat, sugar in gas tanks, and set clothes on fire. But wait one minute, when we sinned against God, He allowed Jesus to do what no other man could do.

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

· The Magnitude: Thirdly, considers the magnitude of the gift. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son.” What greater gift could God give than His own Son? The Son is everything to the Father and He is the expressed image of His Father. By the gift of His Son, God gives us Himself. 

Think about God's loving gift of kindness to you through your entire life.



· He has carried you all your life.

· He has been with you in your difficult times.

· He has kept you safe during the storms and trials of your life.

· He has been so good and merciful to you in spite of your unfaithfulness.



· He Gave: Fourthly, consider that little word “gave” “God gave His only Son.” What an important word! 

 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

Wages are paid, possessions are purchased, homes are mortgaged and cars are financed, but gifts are given. He gave His only Son because this is what love does. Love gives!

· The Recipient: Fifthly, consider to whom God gives this most Holy and precious gift of His only Son. “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.” We have a very hard time with that one. There’s got to be something not quite right about that. 

Parenthetically, “we love what we consider lovely or loveable.” When we’re single, we look for someone whom we love or can love and we try to marry them. When we are house shopping or clothes shopping we look for something we like. It’s got to be what we’re looking for or at least close.  When we find it we buy it or mortgage it or charge it. With us, we find a worthy object of our love and to love. 

· The Purpose: Sixth and last point, consider the purpose of this gift. He gives His Son, “so that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” His purpose is not to harm you or to condemn the world. The world does a fine enough job of that all by itself. Nor is it His purpose to make you healthy, wealthy and wise, or to give you success, honor and power. You can have all of these things and still be under the rule of the devil and take them all to hell with you. God’s pure love has given the gift of His Son to crush the serpent’s head, open the gates of heaven and prepare a place for you in His Father’s house to live forever. 

God’s purpose in putting the serpent on the pole was that those who were dying might look at it and live. God’s purpose never changes. Now, He has lifted up His Son on the cross so that by grace alone and through faith alone, you would believe in Him and have eternal life. 

Now, take a good, long look at the Man on the Cross, Jesus Christ. He is bleeding; dark clouds are rolling down from heaven, clothing the world in darkness. Look up, at His face and see the anguish, pain, blood, tears, mouth gasping for breath. 



He is covered in His own blood, plunged into the uttermost depths of grief. It was for us all this happened. Jesus Christ did all this for us. The night in the Garden spent in prayer, Pilate's court, the insults, being spit upon, a crown of thorns shoved on His head, scourged until flesh hung from His back, then a heavy cross to carry. He did it all for us!



 While hanging from that cross hear Him give eternal life to the man on a cross next to Him. Hear Him call to His mother, and hear Him call out for something to drink. Who would do such a thing to another human being? Whoever did this deserves the same treatment as they had given this man, but it had to be done in order that our sins could be forgiven.

God says through his divinely inspired Scriptures that somehow Jesus' death was my death and your death. We were helpless, spiritually dead, and separated from God. Yet, when Jesus died on the cross, his death was somehow ours so that we don't have to be separated from God anymore. We no longer have to be lost in a maze of self-centeredness, living for ourselves. Because Jesus' death was our death, we can live like, with, and for Jesus, spiritually alive and connected to the living God. 
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