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Hanging On To Broken Pieces
(Acts 27: 31, 42-44 KJV)
31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.42 And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land:44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.
H

ere in the text we discover that the apostle Paul is aboard a ship. Paul was not aboard this ship as a murderer, thief, or crime violator. Paul was arrested and held as a prisoner for the testimony of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. As a Christian Paul turned the world upside down with the gospel and converted every street corner into a place of worship. Paul preached at a riverside prayer meeting and led Lydia from Thyatira to Christ. And he perform the first sacred concert at midnight in a Philippians jail cell along with Silas. 

Paul has been going though the oxymoron's of life:
· He stood before Agrippa. 

· He stood before Nero’s guillotine.
· He stood before Felix.
· He stood before Festus. 
· He was wiped in Philippi and thrown in a jail cell.
· He stoned and left for dead.
· And he has been falsely accused. 

All because of the preaching and testimony of Jesus Christ:
· It was Peter in (1 Peter 4:16) who said, “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian let him glorify God on this behalf.” 
Suffering should not take the Christian by surprise. Old Testament saints such as Job and Joseph suffered, and virtually all the Old Testament prophets suffered (Matthew 5:12; Acts 7:51-53). Jesus taught that His followers would suffer (Matthew 5:10-12; 10:22, 24-25; Mark 13:9-13; Luke 6:40; 21:12-19; John 15:18-21; 16:1-4), and He Himself suffered, setting an example for us to follow (1 Peter 2:21-25). The apostles and many in the early church suffered, and they taught that we too should expect suffering (Acts 4 and 5; 9:16; 14:22; 2 Corinthians 1:5-7; Philippians 3:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4; 2 Timothy 3:12; Hebrews 10:32-34; James 1:1-4; 1 John 3:13). Still further, we are to consciously choose the path of suffering (1 Peter 4:1).

· It was Jesus in (Matthew 17:25) who said, “for whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.”
Paul was willing to give up his life for the sake of Jesus Christ. In the text Paul advised the men on board the ship that there was extreme weather trouble awaiting them. This was the time of the year during November – February where it was dangerous to sail because of the winter winds and storms. Paul perceived the decision to set sail would be treacherous.

Paul denial to set sail was ignored in the text:

· Paul represented the Preacher or Pastor of the Church. 

· The ship represented the Church.
· The (276) men represented the members of the Church.
So, what really caused this ship to be broken up into pieces?
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