God Is Trying To Tell Us Something

God Is Trying To Tell Us Something
(Proverbs 29:18 KJV)
Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

T

he hired minister brought in by the ambitious pastor who wanted a bigger building but not better people visited the church; the pastor wanted the guess minister to encourage the church that, "To be a big church, you need to think big. If you want to grow, then you need to think growth. If you want to triple your attendance in two years, then you need to build an auditorium that size. If you can dream it, you can believe it. If you can believe it, you can achieve it. Even God agrees. The Bible says, "Where there is no vision, the people perish." Get a vision, people! Get a vision of tripling the size of your little church! Sign your pledge cards today, and help your pastor get that multi-million dollar mortgage!" 

Who has not heard this sound bite, "Where there is no vision, the people perish"? Here is one of the most abused, neglected, misused, and battered verses in the Bible. This is the sound of words with no regard to the sense of words. And I would ask of the Lord, to save each of us from such misunderstanding and frivolous use of his sacred word. 

Our proverb is often corrupted to seduce churches to borrow large sums of money to finance unnecessary building projects. And inform the congregation that the “vision" is a plan to grow the church in size; and "perishing" is continuing on the same course with a bought-and-paid-for building. What an injustice rendered to this particular Proverb! There is nothing here about dreaming or building plans. 
Proverbs are somewhat unique in that we don’t have to get the context.  This is a saying of wisdom complete in itself.  But notice you rarely hear the last half of the verse with the first. In other words when people quote the wise saying they are only quoting half of it.  What does that tell you?  I think the problem is their intended usage of the first half does not fit with the last half. 
Let’s look at the verse in the KJV and consider how it is often used:
"Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. " (Proverbs 29:18).
When you speak of visions, there should be a word of caution. Sometimes people think that they have messages from God, when, I am sure, sincere though they may be, they have not heard from the Lord. I think because sometimes the Lord's people eat too much too late at night, they have some strange dream and the next day lay it on God. 

I. We Need to Have a Vision of Lost Souls:
I do not think that there has ever been an hour in the history of the church when the people of God needed to have a vision of souls that are lost like that vision is needed in this day and hour. You listen to the conversation of Christians, and you listen to the preaching of preachers, and you are bound to come to the conclusion that the church today, the modern-day church, yes, the Bible believing church of this hour, does not have a vision of souls that are lost. 
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