Drop The Charges


Drop The Charges

(Luke 23:34-38 KJV)
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself. And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
This verse, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34) is supposed to be the first sayings out of seven in which Jesus uttered while hanging by nails on the cross. This was a methodical form of meditation that was used by Christians embedded in Judaism during the major festivals of the Christian year; interestingly despite Jesus’ shame and agony; His words from the cross, in asking for forgiveness for those who put him to death; more widely, of course, was the plea for all of humanity.

It was on a Friday when Jesus was being crucified as the soldiers stood at the foot of the cross; while their consciences were being devoured by the dark demonic forces of this world. The soldiers thought they were doing their job; but they didn’t’ really comprehend that they were killing the begotten Son of God who (Skenoo) Himself – meaning - He pitched His tent amongst us. 

Let me insert a sidebar and ask this question, “Have you ever gone camping?” You know — taken a tent and sleeping bags to a park or to a clearing in the woods, or perhaps the shore of a beautiful lake? Well, that’s what God did when he came to earth, “He pitched His tent.” In a spiritual sense, God went camping amongst us of that day; and sadly the soldiers failed to realize it.
The 4 accounts of the Gospel give us a record of several things that were done by the soldiers to Jesus as God amongst us before He died. 
Jesus was whipped (Matthew 27:26), stripped of his clothes (Matthew 27:27) and dressed in a scarlet cloak (Matthew 27:28). Thorns were twisted into a crown and placed on his head and a reed in his hand (Matthew 27:29). After this was done, the soldiers spat on Jesus, hit Him on the head and laughed at Him (Matthew 27:30). Jesus was then made to carry the cross (Luke 23:26) to Golgotha. Upon arrival the soldiers offered Jesus wine mixed with a drug (Matthew 27:34) and crucified Him (Matthew 27:35) before gambling to see who would get the clothes off the back of Divine Justice (Matthew 27:35); they laughed at Him hanging on the cross and offered vinegar to Jesus (Luke 23:35,36). And again they failed to realize who He was; so Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).
His hands can no longer minister to the sick, for they are nailed to the cross. His feet can no longer carry him on errands of mercy, because they, too, are nailed to the cross. He can no longer instruct his disciples, because they have fled in fear for their own lives, and they have forsaken him. 
How does he occupy himself?  He prays a universal prayer of equality to His Father!
But! Before the crucifixion you have to comprehend, that the Religious Leaders of the land hated the presence of Him (Jesus) who was the owner of the land of which they stood upon. The religious leaders were the elders, chief priests, and scribes; who made up the Sanhedrin council, who were in fact optimistically sure they were crucifying just another religious fanatic; they didn’t really believe they were planning their schemes against the very Son of God in the flesh. 
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