Don’t Let The Devil Ride


Don’t Let The Devil Ride!!!
(Ephesians 6:12 KJV)

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
I

n this context Paul begins his discussion of the armor of God by encouraging the saints to be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might (v. 10). In that strength and power, Paul admonishes the brethren to put on the whole armor of God that they may be able to stand against the wiles of the Devil (v. 11). In verse 12, Paul discusses the nature of the enemy against whom Christians struggle and why they need the whole armor of God to be successful.
"When you become a Christian," say some, "all your troubles are over. God smoothes out all the troubles and life is easier."

"When you become a Christian," say others, "your troubles are just beginning. Satan didn't bother with you before, since you were on his side. Not he will buffet you unmercifully. Fasten your seat belts."

Both are distortions of the truth, which is this: Before you were a Christian, whole areas of your life were devastated because of the way you lived, as well as from the emptiness and purposeless in your life. Now that you have become a Christian, God is renewing your mind and helping you to change your lifestyle. This in itself will save you from a lot of troubles. You now have the Holy Spirit within you to guide and teach and comfort you. You are a lot better off. "Don't Let the Devil Ride".
In this life you will face some terrible conflicts ahead. Before you were a Christian, you just gave into the temptations and then suffered the consequences of your sins. Now as you begin to stand against those temptations, you are beginning to realize the real source of them -- Satan himself. This struggle against temptation and evil is not against people. It is against the unseen evil spiritual world of the demonic. But you can stand your ground when you equip yourself with the tools God has given you.

In this passage, Paul spells out for the Ephesians the nature of the battle and describes how to find the strength to resist the temptations we will face. 

How do we fight this holy war? This is a holy war in which Satan is committed to knock Christians out of the battle as fast as he can in this world. And the more you are in the battle, Christian, how do you fight it? Because the further down you get to the front line, the further you engage in the army of God, the hotter the battle becomes, and the Devil is out to capture you and kill you! He doesn't waste his ammunition on spectators. He wants to get men and women in the front line of the battle for spiritual assassination.

The world is the devil’s bowling alley and we are the pins. The devil will happily bowl anyone over, but he takes particular delight in knocking down Christians. He tries to topple us with balls of adversity, persecution and temptation - and to give the devil his due, he’s an excellent bowler. But what Satan hates most is when he has bowled his best and a pin won’t fall down.
If we rely on our own power to stand firm in the devil’s world, it’s only a matter of time before we are bowled over. However, God has not left us alone to face the devil’s fierce onslaught. He has thrown down many life-lines (His promises) and if we hold firm (faith) nothing in this world can knock us down. 
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