Defending The Resurrection


Defending The Resurrection
(1 Corinthians 15: 12-19 KJV)
12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
I

magine with me that we were present around the cross of Jesus that Friday when they crucified Him, and we were literally witnesses of His crucifixion. When Sunday morning comes you pick up a newspaper and in big bold letters the front page headline reads, "Jesus Christ's Body is nowhere to be found." Before this occurrence, you witness the crown of thorns and the wooden sign that was nailed above his head on the cross which reads, "King of the Jews." You witness the nail holes in his hands and feet, as well as the hole in his side from where the Roman executioner ran his spear up into his heart to make sure he was dead. And without a doubt you know in your heart He rose according to the scripture. Will you be willing as a devoted Christian to spread the gospel message of His resurrection?
In these sinful and dreadful days, it looks as if death is winning. Each day the death columns in the newspapers are full. Every family, indeed every person in church has probably had to deal with death at some point. But Jesus has gained the upper hand - it’s as if death overreached itself in trying to hold Jesus, the author of life. It’s as if death is a bee which has stung Jesus - leading to the demise of the bee itself.
In the early church some believers became confused when their loved ones died and were buried. Evidently a belief spread that Christians who had died would not be raised from the dead. Paul addresses this problem in I Corinthians 15 by reminding his readers that the resurrection of believers depends on whether or not Jesus himself rose from the dead. When we stand at the graveside of a loved one, it’s very easy for death to overwhelm us with its awful power. It’s not unusual to wonder if we will ever see them again. No one we know has ever come back from the dead to verify what the after life is like. Perhaps there will be no resurrection after all. Thoughts such as these—understandable, very human thoughts—filled the minds of those early believers and led them to the point of despair.

It is noteworthy that in his response, Paul does not rebuke the Corinthians for their fears and doubts, nor does he try to “prove” the resurrection of the dead in some detailed argument. But he points them back to the empty tomb and says, “Remember that God raised his Son. Everything hinges on that.” Then for a few verses, he argues the contrary case. What if Jesus has not been raised from the dead? What if his remains are still in the grave? What then?
When we as Christians speak of the resurrection, we are referring to a bodily resurrection—meaning that it was his crucified body that was raised from the dead. And that He rose physically—meaning that he wasn’t a ghost or a phantom or a figment of someone’s imagination. To say that he rose actually and literally means that it really happened. And the word “resurrection” means that he was raised immortal and incorruptible, never to die again. His disciples will also declare they ate with Him after the resurrection (Acts 10:41) and touched Him (Matthew 28:9; see also John 20:27). 

Also, Jesus outright declared that His resurrection body was physical and can be touched: "See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have" (Luke 24:39; see also Acts 13:33-37).  I'm reminded of his earthly ministry, where He raised several people from the dead, most notably Lazarus. But remember those miracles were resuscitations, not true resurrections. Lazarus was destined to die again. But Jesus, having once experienced death and having triumphed over it, would never die again. He was raised by God and dressed out; in his divine dressing room of immortally alive from the dead and he still lives today. 
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