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Can We All Get Along?

(1 Corinthians 1:10-17 KJV)
10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.
R

odney King’s 1991 beating by Los Angeles police and the subsequent acquittal of his attackers sparked the biggest civil insurrection of our generation. King's signature statement will forever be remembered for his tearful utterance during the height of those riots, “Can we all get along?” The unlawful beating of this innocent man caused such a dominate distraction, that it caused indifferences among citizens in the United States of America. But somehow within a considerate amount of time, peace was re-established and everyone was once again proud to be an American, and enjoy its freedom. 
According to biblical historical research, Paul wrote this pastoral letter to the church he had established in Corinth. While addressing the Corinthian believers specifically, the letter was to serve as relevant to all followers of Christ. The believers were primarily Gentiles converted by Paul on his second missionary journey. It's now, but a few years later after the establishment of the church, that Paul begin receiving questioning letters and reports of problems within it. The church was troubled with division, lawsuits between believers, sexual sins, disorderly worship, and overall spiritual immaturity. Paul wrote this uncompromising letter to confront and correct these Christians, answer their questions, and instruct them in several areas. He warned them not to be conformed to the world around them, but rather to live as godly examples, reflecting Christ likeness in the midst of an immoral society.
The main spiritual hierarchy of the church was spiritual disunity. In fact it was not an isolated problem of the Corinthian church. Many churches have experienced it. It is also a topic which is often discussed. The Corinthian situation gives us an excellent case study by which to understand some of the dynamics in disunity. Paul appeals for a united spirit, he points to the dangerous current conditions of the church, and begin to re-establish a peaceful relationship amongst the body of believers.
Today, there are many “purely indifferent things” that distract Christians and churches from their mission. We call these indifferent things “non-essential issues,” meaning that they have nothing to do with salvation. There are several types of issues, just to name a few are doctrinal, philosophical, and practical non-essentials. While all of these non-essentials are different, they all share one thing in common: Satan loves to use these issues to polarize and divide Christians. His goal has always been to turn Christians against each other. Not only has Satan’s strategy worked for centuries, with every year he learns how to divide us more effectively. He has become so good at his craft that today the greatest problems that face the church come not from the world, but from within the church! Satan’s strategy is to divide and conquer, but we must turn the tables on him.

I. Disunity Revealed:
10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. (1 Corinthians 1:10-11).
At some point travelers from Corinth visited Paul and reported that there were quarrels in the church. In a more Theological view it was Chloe people who reported the disunity. There is debate among scholars as to the identity of Chloe. However, what is implied here is that Chloe was known both to Paul and to the church at Corinth. And Paul calls her out as the source of the report. Can you imagine how Chloe might have felt when this letter was read in front of the entire church? There are times, for the sake of the body, that we should go to the leaders of the church and “expose someone.” 
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