Beware Of The Roaring Lion                     

Beware Of The Roaring Lion
(1 Peter 5:8-9 KJV)
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.
I
n the text the Apostle Peter is biblically instructing the believers of the correct protocol concerning the movement of the ministry in a positive direction—but moreover he instructs the Christian on the Strategology of dealing with Satan and his spiritual wickedness .  

Peter openly admits that as the kingdom of God, we are all in a battle and that everyone faces problems in life over dominion. Ironically whether it is over dominion of worldviews or of land, dominion of space and time—all of us at some point or another will entertain this subjective. We must all understand that life is full of annoyances, hassles, strains, difficulties, impediments, hindrances', obstacles, barriers, roadblocks, stumbling blocks, hurdles, snags, tie-ups, hold-ups and delays. And we must be determined to survive—insomuch so to only hope for the best and "see what happens next."
 In light of this, Satan and his kingdom focus directly on how to destroy the kingdom of God. So what does Peter want? He encourages the church not to lower your guard. And to be sober and alert and aware of the warfare that is going on. This is a battle over kingdoms principles and we must be alert and watchful, and always ready for the enemy.
In the opening of this chapter, Peter reminds the Christians to respect the elders that watch over your souls. An “elder” is the same leader as a “shepherd” that is, pastor, or rather “overseer” that is, “bishop”. The word emphasizes spiritual maturity, and the plural indicates the need for a plurality of leaders to oversee and shepherd God’s flock. When researching the bible, I find nowhere where byway of definition where an elder is referred to as a laymen, old person, or someone who’s biblically mature but spiritually deficient!
Peter motivated these leaders in several ways by referring to himself as a fellow-elder by appealing to his apostolic authority as an eyewitness of Christ’s sufferings. And reminding them of the reward they would one day receive in exchange for their faithful service. But in the endurance of this matter sometime we feel as if we are in a pit. 
My friends there are times when we find our lives down in a pit of Lions. Sometimes it seems like we just lose our desire to go on for God and there are times when we just want to give up. Sometimes life just gets us down and we find ourselves in the pits of reflections because of objections, which caused us to go into disconnection. Maybe your problem is a love connection, or over protections—because you have no self direction and have not mirrored your self-reflection. And now instead of facing your issue—you are determined to give up! 

Does that ever happen to you? Some of you are there right now. Life has been charged with aggravated spiritual battery— life has jumped on you with both feet and you are just about ready to not only throw in but also rip the towel. Well, before you do, let me show you from this passage a much better way of vacating this pit—by using this subject “Beware of the Roaring Lion!

I. The Visibility Of A Roaring Lion:
Be sober, be vigilant;
If in this life if you want to avoid being attacked by a roaring lion—you must remember to stay “SOBER” and don’t STRAY! In doing this you must stay focused. In watching the documentaries of wildlife it has been concluded that lions are the kings of the jungle. As a predator the (lion) stalks the herd and finally, although they all know he is out there, a lone animal wanders away.  And the sense of danger becomes acute and the animal suddenly understands he is out of the protection of the herd.  His security has temporarily vanished because he strayed off into the unfamiliar territory.  His response now is to run hurriedly and as hard as he can, but he often enters right into the very danger he is attempting to escape.  Why?  Because he has no security and the running has no direction—Running + No security = panic = a lunch buffet plate for the lion.
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