A Sunday Morning Conspiracy

A SUNDAY MORNING CONSPIRACY
(Matthew 28:11-15 KJV)
11 Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done.12 And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers,13 Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept.14 And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and secure you.15 So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.

O

ur reading from Matthew reminds us of the central role played by women during the time of Jesus’ ministry. Women were present with Jesus during his life, during the dark moments of crucifixion and death on Good Friday, and in the first moments of new life after the resurrection. Matthew tells the story of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary being the first to remember Jesus’ predictions of death and resurrection and the first to worship the risen Jesus and the first to be commissioned by him. Mary and Mary are the two of Jesus’ followers who have the strength of faith not to abandon hope. When they entered the tomb both these woman walked into a place where others feared to go, and then walked out to tell the people. And from that day forward the world was forever changed. This all happened on what the carnal call Easter but the Christian faith classifies as Resurrection Sunday Morning. In fact around the world each year sanctuaries are packed with people celebrating this grand occasion. But, unfortunately, many of those worshipers will not return the following Sunday. Why? 
A recent study, gave these reasons why, they won't attend after Easter Sunday Morning:

· 74% - There is no value in attending.
· 81% - Churches have too much drama in it. 

· 48% - I don't have the time. 

· 42% - I'm simply not interested in what the worship place has to offer.

· 34% - The church is irrelevant to the way that they live their lives.

So what these figures are saying? For the most part people think the church and its message is irrelevant. I can't think of anything more relevant than the issue of life after death and how to prepare for it. So, I will like to take some time and show you some of the relevance of Easter (the Resurrection of Jesus).

First of all, we must all understand that the word "Easter" is believed to derive from the word "Eastre", which is the Anglo-Saxon name for the Teutonic goddess of spring and fertility. Her festival was celebrated on the day of the spring equinox. And many of the customs used in her worship continue to exist to this day. The Easter Bunny, is a symbol of fertility, and the Easter egg, painted with bright colors to represent the bright sunlight's of spring, and the giving of baskets filled with treats are just a few of the traditions that survive on record today.

I must serve you notice that Resurrection Sunday is not about Easter bunnies, Easter eggs or the giving of gifts. It is about celebrating the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ arose from the dead on the following Sunday after his crucifixion. So let us travel back for a moment in time to that Resurrection Sunday Morning. And look in on this historic events, that took place at the tomb of Jesus and see what happened and how profitable it is to you and I.
I. The Presence Of The Women:
1In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first [day] of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 
In the Gospel of Matthew he records the fact that two women came to the sepulcher that morning seeking Jesus. When they arrived they were sad and drowning in tears. They felt as if they had been defeated and was horribly discouraged. Some had witnessed and others had heard of the death of Jesus on the cross and they were coming to pay their last respects to the body of the Lord. But early Resurrection Sunday Morning, the record is, Mary Magdalene and Mary were the first at the tomb. Let us consider their motives for coming, and see what they were doing early that Sunday morning. According to all of synoptic gospel writers combined, there were many women who visited the empty tomb that morning.
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