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A Pastor Equipped by God to Lead
(2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
T

his letter to Timothy is full of bad news. Paul drops two bombshells on Timothy, who is presumably still in Ephesus as a pastor equipped by God to lead. The first bombshell dropped on Timothy is Paul’s imminent death, is standing in the hallways of injustice, as his head awaits the execution of Nero's chopping block. The second bombshell is that, many other Christian leaders, and associates preachers of Paul and Timothy, have given up on the gospel completely. And therefore Paul is concerned that Timothy too is getting cold on the gospel. Because of this a lot now rests on Timothy’s shoulders. In an atmosphere of apostasy, Timothy has a hard time digesting that he must take up where Paul left off. 
The key idea running through 2 Timothy is the need to stand up for the gospel, whatever the cost. So, Paul gives Timothy good reasons to stick by the gospel, without hiding the dangers and difficulties of the task. He highlights the perils of false teaching, and how to stand against it. Paul in the interpretation of the text encourages Timothy not to so easily give in or give up when the difficulties of ministry arrive. He quickly wants him to know, that God will use him if he makes himself available as a earthy vessel housing heavenly treasures. His main task is to see about the well being of the newly converted Christians and strengthen the Church in other areas of opportunity. 

To be totally honest, every authentic pastor in a leadership capacity has at some point in his ministry, experienced the burdens of what true ministry brings down Life Ave. It seems from the onset on the text, that Timothy was worn down and weary. He had grown tired of holding his ground against people who opposed, and obviated his leadership. He was tired from all the quarreling with the false teachers in Ephesus. Insomuch, that Paul was motivated to write Timothy - to advise him how to minister in the midst of these quarrels. Paul advice to Timothy was, not to burnout like a flickering candle nor back down like a wounded soldier to false teachers, but rather to "charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers"(2:14).
Paul is insisting that Timothy, as God's equipped pastor lead as representative to the people of Ephesus, and put an end to these harmful discussions. Now, we must be clear about the nature of these harmful discussions. Paul is not confronting gossip here. Paul is not confronting discussions about how to spend the church's money. Paul is not confronting discussions about which musical instruments are suitable for Sunday worship. Paul is confronting harmful discussions that have to do with doctrine. Paul is most concerned about the doctrine that is being propagated by certain teachers to "the ruin", Paul says, "of the hearers".
I. The Equipped Pastor's Responsibility to Lead: 
"Study"
Paul gives directions to Timothy on how to deal with the false teachers Hymenaeus and Philetus, who are probably the ones in Ephesus with whom Paul dealt in ( 1 Timothy 1:3-7) who wandered from the truth, claiming there is no resurrection of the dead (1 Timothy 1:20). He is to warn them against quarrelling over words. He encourages Timothy to do his best to present himself as a leader who knows how to handle the word of truth and has no reason to be ashamed, unlike the false teachers. He is to avoid godless chatter, because it leads to ungodliness. Paul informed Timothy to study and become fully equipped and approved by God rightly dividing the word of truth.
Paul is endlessly combating false, misleading, and inaccurate teachings about what the scripture says. In ministry, Paul came across lots of people who knew the bible, but they were not rightly dividing it. They were quoting it, but they didn't know what it meant, or that they were  intentionally leading people astray. This is why it was important for Timothy to study!

The preacher's lifetime of study begins with the moment of his call and properly ends only when the preacher breathes his last breath. Between the call and the grave lies a long and rewarding journey of learning, a learning that will be put at the disposal of the congregation until we see our Lord face to face. On that day, we dare not be ashamed of our lack of study.
When it comes to God's word it will:

Analyze, civilize, eternalize, evangelize, glorifies, magnifies, spiritualize, sterilize, visualize, vocalize; and when it come to the devil it horrifies and tranquillize! So, study to show thyself approved.
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