A Faithful Watchman


A Faithful Watchman
(Ezekiel 33: 1-9 KJV)
Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, When I bring the sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a man of their coasts, and set him for their watchman: If when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; Then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his soul. But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand. So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.
Here in this chapter, we see God speaking to Ezekiel about his responsibility to his people. He was a priest during the time when the God’s people were removed by God from their homeland because of their sinfulness and idolatry, and were taken captive into the land of the Babylonians. God had called him to a prophetic ministry while in Babylon to govern over the captive people of Judah during the dark time of their exile from their homeland. And God uses the figure of a “watchman” to describe Ezekiel’s role as the people’s leader. 

It was the task of the watchman to position himself high on the city wall or on a tower, and to watch carefully, to see if an enemy approached the land, and take up his trumpet and blow the warning to his people. His service to his people was a matter of life and death importance! If he should fail to see the enemy approaching, or if he should for whatever reason fail to blow the warning signal, some of his people would perish from the watchman irresponsibility. But if he was faithful, and if he succeeded in warning them, the lives of many of his people would be secure. The armies of his people would be able to prepare themselves in time, meeting the enemy with a sufficient defensive attack, and perhaps save the city or the nation from annihilation.

I researched some of the passages in the Bible in which the duties of a watchman were described. In 2 Samuel 18:24-27, for example, a watchman was sent up at the time of King David to take his stand on the roof over the gate of the city. From that vantage point, he was able to see a man running toward the city, and to cry out and tell David who it was that was coming. He was able to call out to the gatekeeper and announce the approach of someone who was bringing news at a time of conflict. Similarly, in 2 Kings 9:17, another watchmen in the time of King Joram of Israel positioned himself high in the tower of Jezreel. He was able to warn his people of the approach of the hostile enemy. Clearly then, one of the roles of a watchmen is to “watch”! He is to have his eyes opened to what is going on that may be a threat or a concern to the welfare of his people and his ministry.

And then, having watched and having apprehended that danger as it approaches; he is to warn and alert his people in the clearest and loudest way possible. Amos 3:6 says, “If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid?” God used this analogy often to call His people to attention. 
During Ezekiel’s day the watchman had to be a trustworthy man. He had to be faithful and alert to his task; a man who understood the significance of his purpose, and who gave himself fully to it. 
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