A Change Of Heart


A Change Of Heart
(2 Chronicles 7:14 KJV)
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
A
s we paint the picture of the preliminary of the text. We all must agree that this verse obviously wasn't written to modern day America. It was actually a rapid response derived from God to Solomon's request in chapter six concerning the progressive provisions for the people although they’ve sinned. We often ambush this passage as if it were a promise for us in the 21st Century. Honestly, I don't think we are entirely wrong to do that. 
While this is not a promise specifically to our country, I do believe it is a phenomenal and predestined promise to "God's people". I don't believe we should ever exclude ourselves from the promises that we find in God's Word. And whenever we isolate ourselves from God's Word, we must then annihilate ourselves from the entirety of all promises from God's Word. How traumatic, trivial, and terrorizing this would that be? I believe it would leave our soul twittering trying to find a plausible moment of comfort and consolation. So, let do a careful autopsy of the text with a spiritual microscopic view and discover how this scripture applies to God's people today.
Now let's set the pace for the placement and plight of the text. The overall setting is at the sacred dedication of David's temple which was built by Solomon his son the preacher. David is dead, and the temple has been completed and ready for dedication. So, during the period of dedication, Israel has offered 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep as a sacrifice—as Solomon prayed great prayers to God on behalf of the temple—and the people in whom he has reign over for 24 years. 
God now because of His omniscient's reminisces and remembers the prayers of His people, and He says to Solomon, "If my people, which are called by my name!" To whom is He talking? "My people, which are called by My name." He's absolutely referring to Israel." So, here it is that—God is in conversation with Solomon conversing about the radical rebellious condition of Israel. 
God’s timing for revealing Himself to Solomon was incredible, for all the building projects had been accomplished—including the temple and palace complexes. All the construction projects that Solomon had in mind had been completed. And without a doubt Solomon felt a deep relief, for the pressure of such humongous building projects that he refused to abandon—and now all of this has been lifted from his shoulders. It was a pivotal time in Solomon’s life. For this reason, it was an ideal time for God to meet with and challenge Solomon concerning the difference between leadership and follow-ship.


So, God answered Solomon prayer with four conditions for forgiveness:

· humble yourself by admitting your sins.

· pray to God, asking for forgiveness.

· seek God continually.

· turn from sinful behavior.





I. The People's Masquerade:
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves,
Today, God's people are those who are on the true worship path for the Savior, not a traumatic war path for Satan!  Those who accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, those who profess Christ are the ones entitled to be labeled as God's people. The core of the church, who are in church week by week for Bible Study, Sunday School, and Special Outings of ministry functions, support the church financially and respect the leader—just to name a few are considered His people. 
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